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The Strategic Plan of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development was made based on the instructions of the Methodology regarding the medium-term strategic planning system of the public administration institutions at central level (approved by the GD no. 1807/2006).

1. MANDATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
 According to the applicable legislation, the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development is the special body of the central public administration, having legal personality, subordinated to the Government. The Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development is appointed as Managing Authority for Sectoral Operational Programme for Environment Infrastructure.

The Mandate of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development is to elaborate the Strategy of the Government for Environmental Protection and Water Management, and to coordinate its enforcement at national level in order to ensure a sustainable development.

The regulations governing the status of the institution are GD no. 368/2007 on the organisation and functioning of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development and GD no. 497/2004 on the establishment of the institutional framework for coordination, implementation and management of structural instruments, as further amended and completed.

2. VISION OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development acts in order to protect the environment and natural resources, to ensure to the present and future generation a clean environment, in harmony with the economic development and the social progress.

3. COMMON VALUES OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

In order to identify the common values shared by all the employees of the Ministry, the Public Policy Unit delivered to the personnel of the Ministry questionnaires where it is exposed various possible values, the employees having to choose five values considered as representative for the activity carried out by them within the Ministry. The values most often specified by the employees were, in the order of the options number for each of them:

1. responsibility

2. competence

3. correctness

4. efficiency

5. team spirit

6. continuous improvement

4. ANALYSIS OF THE INTERNAL ENVIRONMENT OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
The analysis of the internal environment represents an analysis of the main management issues of the institution, being organised on two dimensions:

· analysis of the Ministry's resources (human, financial, infrastructure) and
· analysis of the functional coherence of the institution, of its capacity to achieve its vision and purposes and to fulfil its tasks provided in the regulations and public policy documents.

For the analysis of the internal environment were taken into consideration the conclusions of the third Report of the Technical Assistance Project financed by the World Bank and the Government of Netherlands Technical Assistance programme to strengthen the policy formulation process and the mechanisms through which in-line ministries organise and link their annual budgets to policy requirements, activity reports of the Directorates and units within the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development, data supplied by the Human Resources Directorate, as well as the legislation on the organisation and functioning of the Ministry (GD 368/2007 on the organisation and functioning of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development).

1. Analysis of the resources of the Ministry

A. Human Resources – general information.

The Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development dispose of a total number of 563 jobs, including the officials and their offices, of which 85% are held.

Out of 85% held jobs, 86% are public officers, and 14% employees hired with contract, 75% women and 25% men. Out of the employees total number, 90% have university level studies. Out of them, more than one quarter has attended postgraduate courses as Master Degree, and 5% have obtained the Ph.D. of Science title.

At the level of the MESD, it was observed a personnel fluctuation rate of about 14% in 2007, decreasing as compared to 2006 (15.6%), but still to high as compared to the normal fluctuation rate of 12%.

A.1 Basic vocational training

According to the chart presenting the situation of the basic vocational training of the MESD's employees in 2006, it is noticed that there are covered all the expertise fields necessary for the Ministry activity.

	Reference fields
	Subfields
	No of employees

	Exact Sciences
	Chemistry; Physics; Informatics
	23

	Life and Earth Sciences
	Biology; Geography; Geology; Ecology
	56

	Human Sciences
	Psychology; Philology,
	15

	Social and Political Sciences
	International Relations; Administrative Sciences
	13

	Legal Sciences
	Law
	28

	Economic Sciences
	International Relations; Finance; Accounting; other economic specializations
	51

	Agricultural and Forest Sciences
	Biotechnologies; silviculture; agriculture
	3

	Engineering Sciences
	Chemical Engineering, Environmental Engineering, Hydrotechnics
	127
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In 2006, 43% of the employees attended vocational improvement courses, most of them being organized by the National Institute for Administration.

The structure at the beginning of 2008 was as follows:
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A.2 Age structure

As it is noticed in the chart hereunder, the age structure reflects a balanced distribution. However, it may be said that the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development has young personnel, about two thirds of the employees have ages between 20 and 45 years.

MESD's personnel age structure
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A.3 Personnel fluctuation

One of the main issues that the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development has to deal with, which is in fact a general issue at the level of the public administration in Romania, is the increased rate of personnel fluctuation. A certain rate of personnel fluctuation has positive consequences (personnel flexibility, new ideas infusion inside the Ministry). A normal rate of the personnel fluctuation is around 12% per year.

In 2006, the rate of the personnel fluctuation from within the Ministry reached about 15.3%. In the chart below is presented the situation of the seniority within the MESD of the employees in 2006.

This difference was reduced during 2007, by 2%, following to be reached the expected rate during the planning period.
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Generally, the personnel fluctuation causes costs. Depending on the qualification or specialization level, the costs may increase.

The fluctuation cost is made of:

· administrative costs arisen by the leaving and hiring formalities;
· direct costs of some employees' leave - results of the Ministry's activity are affected as long as the position is vacant;
· replacement costs, caused by the low performance of the new employee during the accommodation period, by the recruitment-selection process, by the required training of the new employee.

The retention cost is represented by:

· costs related to the increase of the salary;
· costs for the improvement of the working conditions.

A. 4 Motivation and reward system

In the conditions when some employees want to leave from the Ministry, the main reason may be:

	For a better salary

For working a more pleasant environment

For better work conditions

For better carrying out their job
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The causes that the employees consider to be the most relevant for the personnel fluctuation are presented in the chart below:
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o
Salary system

o
Reward system for the work performed

o
Inequity

o
Management style

o
Working conditions

o
Routine

o
Lack of personal and professional development strategy

o
Work satisfaction degree

o
Other causes

The personnel fluctuation represents a problem that has to be taken into consideration by the entire management of the Ministry, from the top level to operational one. According to the survey performed by the interns of Young Professional Scheme within the Human Resources Directorate, more than 10% of the employees intend to leave the institution during the next 3 years – possible even in the first year. Therefore it results the urgent necessity to draft a long term personnel motivation strategy. As resulted also from the questionnaire, the salary package is not the only motivating factor. It is true that the salary is the main cause of personnel fluctuation, but the employees do not exclude the possibility of some alternative non-financial motivation. Most of them are interested by the professional improvement, by the increase of responsibilities, by the perspective of a fast promoting, by the recognition of the efforts made and management appreciation.

B. Infrastructure resources

One of the issues more often signalled by the employees is the access highly formalized to the information generated or managed by other directorate.

An intranet system, though it requires a major investment, may facilitate very much the communication:

-
by creating a common database at the Ministry level – all the documents (officially approved) may be accessed for information by any other internal interested structure;

-
by establishing an on-line information link with the subordinated institutions in order to access the databases for direct information, at the source, in order to make efficient the decision-making process;

-
by displaying all information regarding the personnel responsibilities – responsibilities synthesis, accessible to all employees, so that to easily detect the persons with responsibilities in a certain field (very specific, e.g. the person coordinating a certain project or contact section for a certain inter-ministerial working group etc.) and to request, knowingly, the information about a certain subject;

-
by on-line procedures for courses registrations, approvals obtaining, observation expressed on documents etc;

-
the possibility to simply submit to the internal on-line debate a certain subject before delivering it to the public.

This proposal will be further detailed by the Public Policy Unit and it will be submitted to be analyzed by the Ministry's management.

C. Financial resources

The MESD's budget for 2007 is of RON 1.28 thousand millions, by 23% more than the budget for 2006 (RON 1.04 thousand millions), which at its turn exceeded the budget for 2005 with by RON 0.44 thousand millions. In 2008, following the budget rectification of March, the financial resources had a total of RON 1,030,656 thousands, amount that shows a decrease as compared to the previous years. This situation was explained by the fact that the MESD's priorities may be covered also by the Sectoral Operational Programme for Environment.

[image: image8.emf]
2005 - 2008 MESD's Budget Resources Evolution

	MESD total budget in million RON
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As percentage from the Gross Domestic Budget, the MESD budget for 2007 doubled as compared to 2005. This increase was caused mainly by the investment expenses for the protection system against the flood and by the expenses incurred with the new hired personnel for implementing the EU Environmental Acquis.

Comparison of the MESD budgets for 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008 referred to the GDP

	
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	MESD total budget (million RON)
	568
	1,255
	1,647
	1,030

	Romania's GDP (million RON)
	287,200
	335,900
	381,900
	

	
	
	
	
	475,000

	MESD/national GDP total budget (%)
	0.2
	0.37
	0,43
	0,21


Note: The 2008 gross domestic product was taken from the spring forecast made by the Romania National Forecast Commission.

The Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development initiated a budget on programmes for 2003. In 2006, the programmes were detailed on environment and water management projects and subprojects, so that in 2008 the entire MESD's budget represents the projects initiated and carried out by the Ministry. This budget planning exercise on programmes was made within the technical assistance programme financed by the World Bank and the Government of Netherlands. Comparing the budget on chapter with the on one programmes made by the Public Policy Unit, at the level of working group in 2005, the external advisers expressed then few recommendation for improving the public policy planning process and for correlating this with the budget. Some of these recommendations were implemented (e.g. set-up of the Public Policy Unit as an independent structure, having its own employees and not member of a working group). As a continuation, in 2008 MESD planned the budget on programmes by creating the 2nd component of the institutional strategic planning.
Formulating the activity directions in this strategic plan has as basis the experience acquired by making this budget planning exercise.

2. Functional Coherence of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development

The Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development is supported in its activity by two Secretaries of State.

One of the Secretaries of State coordinates the following Directorate:

· General Directorate for Structural Instruments Management (Managing Authority for the Sectoral Operational Programme);
· General Directorate for Sustainable Development;
· General Directorate for Impact Assessment, Pollution Control and Atmosphere Protection;
· General Directorate for Soil, Subsoil and Waste Management;
· Directorate for Dangerous Substances;
· Directorate for Bilateral and International Cooperation 
· Directorate for European Affaires and Community Policies,
and the other Secretary coordinates:

· Directorate for Water Resources Management,
· Directorate for Emergencies Management,
· Directorate for Hydrographic Basins Development,
· Directorate General for Training, Promotion and Investment Projects Follow-up,
· State Inspectorate for Water,
· Directorate for Nature, Biodiversity and Biosafety Protection and
· Parliamentary Relations Office.

The Secretary General and the Deputy Secretary General coordinate the following structures:

· Public Policy Unit,
· Human Resources Directorate,
· Legal Directorate,
· Public Relation Service,
· Economic General Directorate,
· Procurement and Administrative Directorate and
· Documents Classification Offices.

Depending on the participation to performing the responsibilities established by the GD no. 368/2007, in the decision-making system of the Ministry the following are distinguished:

· management structure - made out of the Minister, Secretary of State, Secretary General, the Deputy Secretary General and other persons with management positions (General Managers, Managers, Head of Department and Head of Offices);
· execution structure - made of the personnel with execution positions – public officers and employees hired with contract.

According to the activities type and carrying out, within MESD there are:

·  functional organizational structures - within which there are carried out the functional and support activities, which ensures the economic, technical, personnel and information conditions in order to be fulfilled the Ministry' responsibilities;
· speciality organizational structures - within which there are carried out speciality activities in order to be fulfilled the Ministry' functions and responsibilities.

A. Position

There are job descriptions for each position, which are distributed to the job owner, direct manager and to the Human Resources Directorate. The job description is updated as the positions number in the department modifies, new tasks are introduced, the departments are reorganized, the legislation is amended etc.

Due to repeated reorganization and new responsibilities takeover, it is observed the lack of continuity in approaching some responsibilities, often these ad-hoc taken over by another structure.

B. Hierarchical Level

The number of hierarchical levels within the organizing structure is of 6 (one hierarchical level represents all the organizational subdivisions found at the same organizational "distance" to the top management body).

One of the most important issues of the modern organization is the ratio between the hierarchical levels number and the organization average hierarchical weight. Average hierarchical weight (number of employees directly led by a manager) is: 6.00. The ratio between the hierarchical levels number and the organization average hierarchical weight is 6:6, which, in the case of relative personnel stabilities, would ensure a balance which offer equity and efficiency to the organizational structure.

C. Public policies strategic planning at the level of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development

Established in 2005 as a ministerial working group, the Public Policy Unit (PPU) had as main purpose the strategic planning and quality improvement of some regulations initiated by the Ministry, so that these to have as basis the public policy proposals, with the implementing versions economically, socially and ecologically grounded.

At present, the Public Policy Unit has six positions (five Public Manager positions and one European Affairs Adviser position), of which four are held now. The Public Managers of the Public Policy Unit are coordinated according to the law by a high rank public officers, the Deputy Secretary General of the Ministry.

The Ministry use this resource to resolve some priorities that are not strictly related to public policy drafting, but to specific Public Managers responsibilities and knowledge, developed within the training programme (e.g. strategic plan drafting, coordination of the actions of the Roadmap to implement the Environmental Technologies Action Plan ETAP in Romania, implementing the internal management control system etc).

D. Ensuring the quality within the MESD

The Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development implements at presents a quality management system according to ISO 9001. Appropriately implemented, this system may significantly enhance the Ministry's efficiency.

The existence of some clear procedures for documents archiving, inter-department communication, external travels, complaints management etc, with responsibilities and terms for each stage of the procedure, would save time used by the employees for such activities and would limit the ad-hoc decision-making. This system must be correlated with the internal management control system, in order to avoid the overlapping or the possible discrepancies. In order to guarantee the efficiency, the implementing of the quality management procedures must be monitored by a structure specially designed for this purpose, having in its composition officers trained as internal auditors for the quality management.

Hereinafter it is presented the first part of SWOT analysis, which contains the synthesis of the analysis of the internal environment of the MESD (elements Strengths and Weaknesses).

SWOT ANALYSIS – internal environment

	
	POSITIVE
	NEGATIVE

	INTERNAL
	STRENGTHS
-
highly trained personnel (90% of the employees have university level studies);

-
personnel specialized in all activity fields of the Ministry;

-
access to the professional improvement programme through NIA or other institutions;

-
balanced age distribution, relatively young personnel;

-
experience in budget planning on programmes;

-
participation of the personnel to trainings and working groups in their own responsibility area;

-
promoting of career opportunities in administration (MESD programme "A chance for your career”), including through supplementing the position of debutant adviser;

-
opening for promoting the administrative reform by creating, beginning with 2004, jobs for Public Managers;

-
delineating the elements of an active MESD promoting policy as an institutional example for environmental protection (e.g. Waste selective collection, eco-purchases – recycled paper, energy efficient computers).
	WEAKNESSES
-
increased rate of personnel fluctuation (leave rate from within the Ministry being of 15.3% in 2006);

-
insufficient personnel for MESD necessities;

-
demotivated personnel due to the salary system from the public administration;

-
work quality - influenced by stress, workload and lack of motivation;

-
not enough space for carrying out the activity;

-
lack of correlation between the occupation plan and investment planning in IT resources;

-
defective management to what concerns the responsibilities delegating or transferring in case of activity responsible travel or of his/hers transfer/leave;

-
excessive formalization of the personnel travel procedures to working groups at the level of EU institutions;

-
inexistence of a centralized service at the level of the institution, which should manage the external travel forms for all the employees (fact that leads to the decrease of the efficiency by reducing the working time assigned to specific issues, according to OFR);

-
lack of a structure specialized in protocol activity (for organizing events, foreign delegates reception, who have working meeting in MESD etc);

-
high reluctance to change and new ideas;

-
low communication at intra-institutional level, excessive formalization.


5. ANALYSIS OF THE EXTERNAL ENVIRONMENT OF THE MESD
In order to fulfil it responsibilities, the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development collaborates mostly with the following institutions:

· subordinated to MESD

- National Environmental Protection Agency;

- Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve Authority;

- National Environmental Guard;

- National Agency of Dangerous Substances and Preparations;

- the eight Intermediate Bodies for the Sectoral Operational Programme for Environment Infrastructure corresponding to the 8 development regions;

- project management units;

- project implementing units;

· under MESD authority

- National Meteorological Administration;

· coordinated by MESD

- Research-Development National Institute for Environmental Protection - ICIM Bucharest;

- National Institute for Marine Research and Development “Grigore Antipa” - INCDM Constanţa;

- ‘Danube Delta’ National Institute for Research and Development - I.N.C.D.D.D Tulcea;

- Environment Fund Administration;

- National Administration “Romanian Water".

The MESD collaborates, for preparing the regulation drafts and the projects that result from the agreements undertaken at international, with most of the Ministry and particularly with:

-
Ministry of Economy and Finance;

-
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development;

-
Ministry of Interior and Administrative Reform;

-
Ministry of Transports;

-
Ministry of Development, Public Works and Housing;

-
Ministry of Foreign Affairs;

-
Ministry of Justice.

For fulfilling its responsibilities, the Ministry collaborates also with other institutions of the central public administration (Department for European Affairs, National Authority for Scientific Research, Secretariat General of the Government, National Authority for Regulating and Monitoring Public Procurement etc.)

In order to analyze the external environment the following methods were used: SWOT analysis (second part - opportunities and threats) and PEST analysis (analysis of the political, economic, social and technological environment)

SWOT ANALYSIS – external environment

	EXTERNAL
	OPPORTUNITIES
-
implementing the ISO 9001 quality management system;

-
implementing the internal management control system with the support of some French Advisers, by twinning at the level of the Ministry of Economy and Finance;

-
existence of twinning projects in various activity fields;

-
great attention paid by mass-media to the environmental aspects, thus facilitating the communication and the implementing of the MESD's policies;

-
participation to different working groups, conferences, seminars at the level of the European Commission, Council of the European Union or other international organizations, thus facilitating the experience exchange.
	THREATS
-
delays in the external cycle of enacting the regulating acts (e.g. transposition of the Community acquis);

-
the new restructuring process at the level of European institutions;

-
new obligations as European Union Member State.


P.E.S.T. analysis (Analysis of the political, economic, social, and technological environment)

Economic influence on MESD

The inflation in Romania will reach by 2008 almost 4.5%, if a relatively restrictive monetary policy is observed, according to the Report of the European Commission. According to the European Commission estimates, the mitigation of the inflationist pressures will be influenced by the imported merchandises price decrease, due to the national currency strengthen, as well as to an slow adjustment of the administration prices to the levels of costs recovery. However, the fiscal incentives, credit rise and public sector salaries evolution may generate a series of inflationist pressures to what concerns the demand.

The general consolidated budget deficit will reach 3.2% of GDP, in 2007, by 0.4% over the estimates of the Romanian authorities, because the budget policies have a more and more relaxing trend. The spring forecast of the European Executive Forum shows that in the following period, the direct tax incomes will increase as weight in GDP, being influenced by the favourable macroeconomic conditions and by the constant efforts of the Romanian Authorities to enlargement taxation base and to improve the incomes collection. However, the Report specifies a high relaxation tendency of the budget policies which will determine a significant growth of the current expenses, particularly to what concerns the transfers and salaries.

Taking into consideration the forecast of the Romania National Forecast Commission, for the 2007-2013 main macroeconomic key figures, the following conclusions may be drawn:

-
the 2007-2009 budget planning will be made taking into consideration the RON-EURO rate exchange, which has a decreasing trend, for the entire time interval. Therefore, in 2008, the RON/EURO rate exchange annual average will be of 3.28, respectively 3.25 in 2009;

-
it is forecast a growth of the average gross wage less pronounced than in 2007, growth that will be supported though by the decrease of the RON/EURO exchange rate, respectively the real value of the salary will rise. Therefore, the forecast specifies a positive tendency at the level of salary income, which, of course, affects the budgetary sector employees. Therefore it is expected this sector to become more and more attractive for the graduates of the field, thus increasing the competition, and the quality of the hired human resources;

-
it is estimates an slight increase of the active population in 2007-2009, which is expected to lead to the increase of the productivities, respectively to the efficiency increase, taking into consideration the investments increase in the GDP total, for the same time interval.

Political influence on MESD

For 2007-2009 period, the political influence on the institutional strategic planning is the less controllable factor, and having a decisive influence. Any structure change may render difficult the legislative process, and thus may delay the fulfilment of the agreements undertaken as Member State.

In the same time, the new responsibilities of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development, as well as the responsibility to perform and coordinate the implementing of the National Strategy for Sustainable Development, claim additional personnel and it require to redefine first of all the relation with other administration institutions and second of all with the civil society.

In the same time, it must be taken into consideration the restructuration process at the level of European institutions; process that will lead to new strategies and financial instruments; situation that requires an additional effort of the Ministry, which, besides fulfilling the commitments undertaken during the negotiation process, will have to initiate consultation with the other national institutions and to get actively involved in the European legislative process, representing the environmental interests of Romania.

The Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development coordinates the technical fields of significant importance for all economic sectors, and the environmental strategic priorities, to a great extend, do not depend on the political changes.

Social environment influence on MESD

The factors interested by the policy of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development are both the economic agents, and the Romanian people, to which it must be ensured a clean environment, with positive effects on the life quality. A less efficient communication with the stakeholders is identified among the main issues; situation bilaterally determined.

Though MESD has a website dedicated to the Ministry activity (www.mmediu.ro), which allows to express opinions regarding all projects developed by the Ministry, it is observed a general lack of interest of the peoples, as well as of other players categories, through the low rate of participation to the consultative process for promoting various regulatory acts, and other documents prepared by the Ministry. This may lead to the idea that there is not enough popularization, that other communication means must be used more, and more intensively, or that the public trust (as a whole) in the institutions or public administration is generally low.

Because the use of modern communication means, as the internet, is not yet broadly in Romania, it is recommended to analyze the message's target public profile, before choosing the appropriate communication mean for that segment.

Improving the communication of the Ministry with all factors interested of the environmental policy is one of the long term priorities of the Ministry.

Technological influence

To what concerns the role MESD should have, for example in recycling, use of non-polluting technology and efficient use of the resources, it is observed that MESD applies the efficiency principle in resources use, by procuring recycled paper, intending to gradually replace the IT equipments and lighting systems with energy efficient systems. MESD wants to purchase in 2007 "ecologic” computers, which use involves low energy consumption. Along with intense mediatization, these measures may have a positive impact on the public administration in Romania.

The Ministry must identify itself as a motivating factor by initiating a process that may "make green” its purchases, but also by promoting some feasible goals, and ambitious enough to stimulate the local market in this respect.

Recently, the National Authority for Regulating and Monitoring Public Procurement took over the responsibility to draw up and implement the National Action Plan for "green" public procurements. MESD also coordinates the draft and implementing of the Roadmap to implement the Environmental Technologies Action Plan (ETAP Romania). These two main responsibilities, which fulfilment involves a tight collaboration and continuous dialogue with various partners (public institutions, research institutes, representatives of the business environment and of the civil society etc), give the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development the chance to influence the decision-making in these fields and the orientation of the local market to development and purchase of non-polluting technologies and green products.

6. MEDIUM-TERM PRIORITIES OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Important note: The numbering does not represent a classification of the priorities. The medium term activities to be undertaken are presented for each priority.

1. Implementing within the post-accession process the commitments undertaken by Romania regarding the Chapter 22 –Environment, for the accession to the European Union

· Completion of the national water monitoring integrated system including the water quality assessment system, according to Water Framework Directive;
· Continuation of the programme for industrial pollution control for implementing the IPPC Directive to cut the emissions as well as the major-accidents involving dangerous substance (SEVESO II);
· Dangerous Substance Management;
· Protection of green spaces and parks extension in urban areas as measure of preventing the climate change impact;
· Promoting the rehabilitation project, extending or building water supply and sewage systems and treatment and purification stations;
· Promoting the investments for ensuring the requirements of quality water at source of areas with deficiencies;
· Promoting the projects of controlling the nitrates pollution provided in the action programmes for vulnerable areas;
· Extending and modernizing the zoological gardens.
· Developing the integrated waste management systems and rehabilitation of the contaminated sites;

2. Coordinating the process of preparing the National Strategy for Sustainable Development and follow-up of its implementing

· Concluding a protocol with the Department for European Affairs for the transfer of responsibilities regarding the coordination of the Strategy for Sustainable Development;
· establishing the objectives of the National Strategy for Sustainable Development (NSSD) according to the objectives of the European Union Strategy for Sustainable Development, within the Working Group established at inter-ministerial level;
· drafting the National Strategy for Sustainable Development, within the Working Group, established at inter-ministerial level;
· revising Law no. 158/1999 on the organisation and functioning of the National Council for Environment and Sustainable Development;
· translating and sending to the European Commission the national strategy;
· NSSD approved by Government Decision;
· systematic reporting of the progresses registered by the European Commission.

3. Preparing the master development and management plans for hydrographic basins

· coordinating the preparation of the master development and management plans, as well as of the measurement programmes for basins or groups of hydrographic basins in order to reach the good quality of water;
· collaborating with other public central administration and local authorities and with the interested entities for the complex development of the hydrographic basins, sustainable use of water resources in harmony with the countries economic and social development, water protection against depletion and degradation, as well as for the protection against the water destructive effects;
· preparing and promoting, according to the law, regulatory documents drafts, regulations, instructions and technical regulations specific for the management of water quantity, in accordance with the Community acquis for water quality;

4. Reducing the coastal erosion of the Black See Romanian beach

· preparing the Integrated Coastal Zone Management Strategy;
· implementing the coastal zone protection and rehabilitation works programme (preparing a GD draft);
· completing the parliamentary procedure approving the Law draft amending the GEO no. 202/2002 on the Integrated Coastal Zone Management;
· preparing the applications for financing the highly important beaches protection and rehabilitation projects;
· coordinating the implementing of Romanian beach edges protection projects.

5. Providing population protection by reducing the risk of floods, drought and dangerous meteorological phenomena

· modernizing the dangerous hydrometeorological phenomena forecasting system in order to timely alarm the population and water users, as well as the structures for ensuring the emergency intervention;
· improving the information system for emergencies;
· preparing the feasibility studies for executing the investments for reducing the floods negative effects;
· monitoring the implementation of the works of repair and strengthening in order to reduce the flood risk;
· monitoring the appropriate supply with intervention materials and equipments of the Rapid Intervention Centres of Water Management Systems;
· preparing the flood management plans, according to the Directive on the assessment and management of flood risk;
· updating and verifying the flood protection plans, public information dissemination by using a specialized website;
· modernizing the alarm system for the dams downstream population managed by RWNA, by implementing WATMAN Project;
· procurement of new funds for launching project for reducing the water emergencies impact;
· collaborating with UN for the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction, for specific meteorological and hydrologic activities, as well as for the reduction of the climate change impact on the extreme hydrometeorological events;
· enacting action plans for reducing the hydrological drought effects and for meteorological and agrometeorological drought warning;
· verifying and improving the drought restriction plans, as the regions socially and economically develop and the hydrographic basins develop

6. Coordinating the policies of biological diversity and natural habitats conservation in accordance with specific EU policy and with the Romania's obligations towards the international conventions and agreements to which Romania is party

-implementing the community and international obligations regarding the implementation of conventions and agreements on biological diversity

- implementing the Natura 2000 network in Romania through:

· sending to the European Commission the lists containing the avifaunistic special protection areas;
· preparing and participating to the biogeographic seminars (maximum 12 months)
· sending to the European Commission the reports on Natura 2000;
· completing the regulatory document draft on the organization and functioning of the National Agency for Natural Protected Areas;
· preparing the management actions for Natura 2000 sites;
· marking in the field the Natura 2000 sites.

7. Coordinating the climate change policies in accordance with those of the European Union

· updating the Romania National Strategy for Climate Change, and the National Action Plan for Climate Change in accordance with the new European policy, and including the climate change section in other sectoral strategies (energy, transports etc);
· preparing the National Action Plan for adaptation to climate change effects;
· follow-up of the implementation of the scheme for greenhouse gas emission allowances trading.

8. Improving the external communication of the Ministry's policies

· organizing information campaigns and promoting the activities of the MESD, having as topic the following domains: the Water Framework Directive, waste management, climate changes, public participation to environmental decision-making;
· ordering a survey which should present the MESD's current situation, as well as the interest points of the institution's target public;
· preparing the Communication Strategy of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development;
· reorganizing the Public Relation Service, in order to improve the communication process.

9. Programming, coordinating and monitoring the use of non-repayable financial assistance granted to Romania by the European Union

· programming and implementing the projects concerning the environment infrastructure developed within the Sectoral Operational Programme for Environment in order to ensure the conditions necessary to absorb the structural funds;
· monitoring the beneficiaries' fulfilment of the environmental conditionalities for ISPA projects;
· coordinating and monitoring the implementing of the PHARE projects.

7. ACTIVITY DIRECTIONS
The management group for the elaboration of the MESD's Strategic Plan established, in a first stage, six activity directions for the MESD's Strategic Plan, each of them being coordinate by a sectoral subgroup, being made out of the representatives of the Ministry's structure, who have decision power. After the elaboration of the budget programming component with the purpose of optimizing the relation between the public policies planning and budget preparation, these directions were restructured and merged in three activity direction. The Activity Directions of the MESD are presented in this table:

	No.
	Activity Directions
	Sectoral Subgroup Name

	1.
	Strengthening the institutional capacities of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development in order to ensure the support for the fulfilment of the missions of the Ministry's speciality compartments, including the development of bilateral and international relations
	Strengthening the institutional capacities

	2.
	Environmental protection
	Environmental protection

	3.
	Coordinating the activities concerning the water resources management, emergency water management and coordinating the meteorological activities
	Water resources and meteorology


*) Support Activity Directions

7.1 ACTIVITY DIRECTION NO. 1 – support activity directions

Strengthening the institutional capacities of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development
This activity direction includes the entire support part for the fulfilment of the missions of the Ministry's speciality compartments, Ministry institutional communication and SOP Environment communication, including the development of bilateral and international relations, as follows:

a. Developing the administrative capacity of the human resources

b. Improving the system of communication and environmental projects, concept and actions promotion

c. Procuring products, services and works necessary to carry out MESD's activity

d. International relations and communication in environmental protection matters

a. Current situation
There ware detailed, in chapter 4, Analysis of the Internal Environment of MESD, aspects related to the institutional capacity of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development, being analyzed the human resources (prevailingly), the financial and infrastructure resources of MESD.

Human Resources

The information provided by the Human Resources Directorate regarding the current situation of the human resources were included in the analysis of the internal environment (analysis of the organization structure, the situation regarding the vocational training, data on personnel fluctuation etc). In this section the main MESD human resources system's advantages and deficiencies are specified. The quality of the human resources being essential for successfully fulfilling the Ministry's mandate, a significant importance must be granted to the improvement of the human resources quality by attracting competent and strongly motivated employees, a goal hard to reach because of the noncompetitive salary system within the public administration. Because the personnel fluctuation and low motivation of the employees are the main issues the Ministry deals with in order to fulfil its responsibilities, the Strategy for Personnel Recruitment was prepared, including the organization of some active campaigns for presenting the career opportunities in public administration. By the end of 2007 the Strategy for MESD personnel motivation will be drawn up.

Economy
The Economic Directorate General is the structure that ensures the enforcement of the legal provisions concerning the economic and financial-accounting activity of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development.

The Deputy General Director coordinates methodologically, directly or by the speciality departments, the economic and financial activity of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development.

the Economic Directorate General fulfils its responsibilities through the Financial-Accounting Service and Budget Drafting and Execution Department, and it has as activity object the management of the Ministry's patrimony in terms of financial and material resources. The following responsibilities are fulfilled in order to observe the activity object:

-
drafting and submitting the modification of the incomes and expenses annual budget for the activity of the Ministry and of the subordinated units;

-
opening budgetary appropriation and making payments within their limits, according to the law in force;

-
making payments within the limits of budgetary appropriation on behalf of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development, organizing and managing the budgetary appropriation cashing and payment transactions accounting, non-repayable external credits, special funds (rates) operated through the Ministry's account;

-
performing the appropriate financial-preventive control over the operations established by order of the Minister of Public Finance;

-
preparing the quarterly and annual specifications regarding the draft of the financial statements for the subordinated units;

-
analyzing and monitoring the efficient expenditure of the budgetary funds, repayable and non-repayable external credits, special funds approved for the central administration and subordinated units;

-
verifying the observance of the legal provisions regarding the framing in the personnel expenses budget the operations related to the personnel remuneration at the level of subordinated units.

Communication and public relations
At present, the MESD communication approach is a more reactive one, following that, on medium term, to pass to a proactive approach, through large media campaigns for topics of major interest, such as climate changes or waste management.

The press relation is ensured by the Public Relation Service, which publishes and daily sends to the press the Report on the environment condition. The press is daily monitored and rights to rejoin are published if it imposes.

Press releases are prepared following the MESD meetings, Government's meetings and other events to which the Ministry's management takes part. Upon the Government's request, the employees of the Service make articles about the environmental protection subjects for the Government's website newsletter. Any time necessary, the Public Relation Service organizes and supports with informative materials the regular or extraordinary press conferences. In case of crisis, the representatives of the Public Relation Service are part of the task force organized in case of events such as floods, major pollution accidents, fires or other calamities.

The Public Relation Service, through the Public Relation and Registry Department, ensures the interface with the public by managing the complaints and information request according to Law no. 233/2002, respectively Law no. 544/2001.

SOP Environment Communication Plan

- represents the information and advertising strategy that will be enacted and implemented by the Managing Authority for SOP Environment in order to ensure the SOP Environment advertising and transparency

Stage: to be completed. It will be submitted to approval to the European Commission within four months since the SOP Environment approval.

Bilateral and international relations

MESD activity regarding the initiation and enhancement of the environmental protection international relations was materialized by participating to events specific to the process of adhesion of Romania to the European Union, as well as to significant regional and international events, and by organizing bilateral visits in Romania or in countries with which it was considered desirable to develop collaboration in this field.

MESD participated in the last three years to the following international and regional events:

-
regular sessions of the United Nations Environment Programme Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum. Romania held the office of the Vice President of the UNEP Governing Council during 2003-2007 period;

-
sessions of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development;

-
“Environment for Europe" process;

-
meetings of the ministers for the environment of the Member State;

-
working groups of the Council of the EU and UNECE;

-
conferences of the Parties to the environmental and water management conventions ratified by Romania;

-
other relevant environmental conferences.

-
MESD organized regional conferences, of which: “Provocări de mediu în contextul actual” [Current Environmental Challenges] (April 2006) and “Întâlnirea miniştrilor mediului din statele membre ale OCEMN” [Meeting of the Ministers of BSECO Member States] (March 2006);

MESD signed or entered multilateral environmental agreements and signed bilateral agreements and memoranda of understanding. The bilateral meetings dynamic was enhanced. Official visits of the Ministers for environment and Secretary of States of various Member States, as well as of third countries, took place in Romania. The main results of these visits were the signing of some bilateral legal documents and the enforcement of the existing ones.

b. Objectives
For the human resources domain the following objectives (general and specific) were asserted:

1. management improvement and managerial skills development for the management personnel

· development of the regulatory framework on the human resources within MESD;
· development of the management competencies;
· implementing a system of services standardization which should define the services quality requirements.

2. establishing some procedures for efficient management of human resources

· establishing the procedure of human resources planning;
· establishing the procedure of jobs analysis;
· establishing the procedure of personnel recruitment and selection;
· establishing the procedure of personnel assessment;
· establishing the procedure of professional career management;
· establishing the procedure of personal data management;
· establishing the procedure of human resources management cost evaluation.

3. planning and carrying out the continuous vocational training programme

· designing and applying the annual programme of continuous vocational training
· development of the MESD own continuous training system
4. developing the work relations system

· developing the personnel motivating system;
· developing the social protection system for the employees;
· developing the system of relation with professional and union structures;
· developing the health and safety at work system.

Communication and Public Relation General Objectives:

1. making more aware the population on the relation between the public health and environmental quality;

2. increasing the knowledge of MESD's responsibilities for all its activity fields;

3. improving the feedback reaction of the institution to various requests and complaints;

4. enhancing the public understanding of the MESD activity importance for the absorption of European funds.

Bilateral and International Relations General Objectives

1.
appropriate representation of Romania at environmental protection regional and international meeting;

2.
continuing to participate to working groups of the Council of the EU and UNECE, relevant for the environmental protection;

3.
strengthening the cooperation with the European Union Member States and with third countries for developing the existing legal framework, concluding new bilateral agreements, mutual visits of the officials and experts etc;

4.
Fulfilling the commitments arising from the multilateral and bilateral agreements.

c. Institutions subordinated, coordinated or under its authority and their role

The institutions subordinated, coordinated or under the Ministry authority were specified in Chapter 5 Analysis of the External Environment.

In economic field, the role of these institutions is: to prepare the incomes and expenses project, to monthly and quarterly monitor the personnel expenses, to efficiently spend the budget funds and to report the budget execution statement.

In human resources field, the role of the institutions subordinated, coordinated or under its authority is to collaborate for carrying out transfers of some professionals, on business, among these institutions and the Ministry.

In bilateral and international relations field, the role of the institutions within the Ministry competence area is to draft the situation, to report on the implementing and Environmental Community acquis and to appoint, upon Ministry request, experts who will participate to various European and international meeting and working groups.

d. List of relevant regulatory documents

1. GD no. 368/2007 on the organisation and functioning of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development;

2. Accounting Law no. 82/1991, republished, further amended and completed;

3. Law no. 500/2002, on public finance, further amended and completed;

4. Minister of Public Finance Order no. 1792/2002, approving the Methodological norms regarding the hiring, liquidation, passing for payments and payment of public institutions expenses;

5. Minister of Public Finance Order no. 522/2003 approving the General methodological norms regarding the exercise of the preventive financial control, as further amended and completed;

6. Government Ordinance no. 119/1999 on the internal control and the preventive financial control, republished;

7. Minister of Public Finance Order no. 1917/2005 approving the Methodological norms regarding the organization and operation of the public institutions accounting and of the public institutions chart of accounts;

8. Minister of Public Finance Order no. 1753/2004 approving the Norms regarding the organization and carry out of the inventory of the assets and liabilities, as further amended and completed;

9. Law no. 188/1999 on the status of the civil servants, republished, as further amended and completed;

10. Law no. 7/2004 on the Civil Servant Code of Conduct;

11. GEO. no. 34/2006 on the award of public procurement contracts, public works concession contracts and services concession contracts;

12. GD no. 1860/2006 on the rights and obligations of the personnel of public authorities and institutions during the delegation in other locality as well as within the locality;

13. GD no. 518/1995 on certain rights and obligations of the Romanian personnel sent abroad, as further amended and completed;

14. GD no. 2002/2004 approving the Methodological norms regarding the establishment and use of funds intended for motivating the personnel of MEWM and its subordinated units;

15. GD no. 1210/2003 on the organization and functioning of discipline and parity committees within the public authorities and institutions;

16. GD no. 1209/2003 on the organization and the development of civil servants' career;

17. GD no. 432/2004 on the professional file of civil servants;

18. Law no. 233/2002 approving the Government Ordinance no. 27/2002 on the regulation of the activity related to the settlement of the petitions;

19. Law no. 544/2001 on the free access to information of public interest;

20. Law no. 52/2003 on the decisional transparency in public administration;

21. Law no. 86/2000 ratifying the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters, signed in Aarhus on 25 June 1998;

22. GD no. 878/2005 on public access to information regarding environmental protection;

23. Law no. 544/2001 on the free access to information of public interest;

24. Law no. 52/2003 on the decisional transparency in public administration;

25. GD no. 878/2005 on public access to information regarding environmental protection.

e. Existing documents of public policy

Not applicable.

f. List of planned documents of public policy

Communication Strategy of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development


ACTIVITY DIRECTION NO.2

Environmental protection

Environmental protection has 3 activity subfields:

1. Conservation of natural resources

2. Environmental quality assessment and improvement

3. Waste and chemical substances management

1. Conservation of natural resources
a. Current situation
Implementing the Natura 2000 network in Romania

The European Union started the establishment of Natura 2000 network as main method of implementing the Habitats and Birds Directives. The Natura 2000 network was conceived to ensure the conservation of natural habitats and the survival of endangered and rare species on the territory of the European Union, and the legal framework of this network is represented by two directives: Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora, known as “Habitats” Directive, of 21 May 1992, and the Directive 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds, known as “Birds” Directive, of 2 April 1979. These directives were entirely transposed by the GEO no. 57/2007.

The implementing process of the two directives was made through the competent authorities, respectively the National Environmental Protection Agency that coordinated the proposals for avifaunistic special protection area (SPA) and for the sites of Community importance (SCI) – future components of the Natura 2000 network, the eight Regional Environmental Protection Agencies that organized the public debates for designating the future sites of Natura 2000 (proposals of sites located in several counties), the Environmental Protection Agencies that organized the public debates for designating the future sites of Natura 2000 (for the proposals of sites located only in the respective county) and the “Danube Delta” National Institute for Research and Development that, based on the contract with the MESD, was the technical coordinator of the inventory process for sites proposals. Romania, as EU Member State, has the obligation to identify the sites of Natura 2000 and to transmit them to the European Commission.

After completing the process of identifying, transmitting and inventorying the proposals, the Romanian Academy through the Commission for the Conservation of Natural Monuments favourable approved the sites scientifically validated. Therefore, a total of 108 SPA and 273 SCI were approved.

The Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development prepared the Government Decision draft on the designation of avifaunistic special protection areas, which was transmitted to other approving Ministries involved (previously, meetings with several Ministries took place in order to be presented the content of this regulatory document draft and to receive possible observations and proposals). The avifaunistic special protection areas are meant to protect the 118 species and subspecies of birds specified in Annex I of Birds Directive. At present, the Government Decision draft is to be interministerially-approved. The Minister's Order on the designation of the sites of Community importance was approved by the MESD, following to be published in the Official Gazette.

National network of protected natural areas

At present, it to be interministerially approved the Government Decision draft on the declaration of new protected natural areas, after proposals were previously received and analyzed, supported by scientific studies approved by the Romanian Academy.

b.
Objectives
-
for protected areas

1. Approving the regulatory documents on the declaration of the avifaunistic special protection areas and of the sites of Community importance;

2. Transmitting to the European Commission of the lists of avifaunistic special protection areas, and of the proposals of sites of Community importance (short term);

3. Preparing and participating to biogeographic seminars (short term);

4. Sending to the European Commission the reports on Natura 2000;

5. Completing the regulatory document draft on the organization and functioning of the National Agency for Natural Protected Areas;

6. Preparing the management actions for Natura 2000 sites;

7. Marking in the field the Natura 2000 sites.

-
for biodiversity

1. Developing the legislative framework for biodiversity matters, harmonized with the Community framework

2. Establishing the monitoring system for captures/accidental killings of the wild fauna species specified in Annex IV (art. 12) of the Habitats Directive;

3. Monitoring the condition of conservation of flora and fauna species of national and Community interest;

4. Applying the conservation measures for the wild flora and fauna species;

5. Teaching and informing the public about the nature protection;

6. Inspecting the zoological gardens for observing if they comply with the functioning requirements set forth in the authorization;

7. Supervising the conservation condition of the populations from the Natura 2000 network by updating the data from time to time (collecting, storing and evaluating them);

8. Regulating the trade of wild fauna and flora species, in accordance with the of the Council Regulations no. 338/1997 and 865/2007;

9. Strengthening the institutional capacity necessary to report at DG Environment level the implementing stage of the directives on the biodiversity matters;

-
for biosecurity:

1. Strengthening the institutional capacity necessary to report at DG Environment level the implementing stage of the directives on the biosecurity matters;

2. Developing the legislative framework for biosecurity matters, harmonized with the Community framework;

3. Strengthening the institutional capacity in order to authorize the deliberate introduction in the environment and on the market the genetically modified organisms and the use, in isolated conditions, of the genetically modified organisms;

4. Strengthening the institutional capacity in order to ensure the communication with the Member States and with the European Commission, and to participate to the Community decision-making procedure;

5. Participating to the international information exchange procedure regarding the trans-border movement of the genetically modified organisms – Biosafety Clearing House.

-
for soil and subsoil protection:

1. Preparing the national strategy for managing contaminated sites;

2. Preparing the methodological guidebooks on the investigation and assessment methods of the a soil and subsoil, and restoring the areas where the soil, subsoil and terrestrial ecosystem were affected;

3. Preparing the normative framework for the following fields: methods of investigating the natural and anthropic geologic hazard; protection and conservation of minerals resources, and protection, improvement and sustainable use of the soils.

4. Preparing the order approving the:

· List of currently contaminated sites;
· List of historically contaminated, orphans and abandoned sites.

c. Institutions subordinated, coordinated or under its authority and their role

Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve Authority (DDBRA):

Upon the declaration of the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve (1990) (DDBRA) it was also established the institution for the administration of the natural heritage in the public domain of national interest of the Reserve, as well as for restoration and protection of physical and geographical unities on the territory of DDBRA - Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve Authority (DDBRA). DDBRA represents a public institution subordinated to the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development, and it is responsible for assessing the ecological condition of the natural heritage, by organizing scientific researches, for preparing the conservation strategy and, after its approval by the Scientific Council of the Reserve Authority, and for ensuring the necessary measures in order to preserve and protect the biodiversity. Therefore, DDBRA establishes and applies measures of ecological restoration of the deltaic ecosystems, and disposes the appropriate legal measures for protection, improvement and restoration of the environmental quality condition, where it was deteriorated.

National Environmental Protection Agency (NEPA):

The general role of NEPA, institution subordinate to the MESD, is to implement the specific legislation resulted from the Environmental Community acquis. The general responsibilities of NEPA in biodiversity matters refer to monitoring the activities of protected natural areas management and natural monuments protection, and to coordinating the specific activities in nature conservation, biodiversity, soil and subsoil protection matters.

Regional Environmental Protection Agencies (REPA):

The Regional Environmental Protection Agencies fulfils the responsibilities of the National Environmental Protection Agency at regional level, in environmental strategies and policies implementing, legislation and applicable regulation matters, and coordinates the regional action plans preparation. The efficient methods of interactive training are based on REPA capacity to carry out thematic actions within the regional twinning projects. REPA coordinates the monitoring activities of the protected natural areas which limits are on the administrative territories of several counties.

County Environmental Protection Agencies (EPA):

The main actions of EPA refer to coordinating the monitoring of efficient implementation of the legislation on the environmental protection at county level, and respectively to coordinating the cooperation process among other county environmental protection agencies and REPA within the same development regions, in order to ensure the fulfilment of attributions and responsibilities of the agency in accordance with the regional and national environmental protection objectives and priorities. EPA monitors and observes the aspects regarding the nature conservation and biodiversity condition within the protected natural areas of the acting county, areas contained both in the national protected areas network and in the European Natura 2000 network. The results of the activities on the field are materialized in establishing databases and statistics, as well as proposals for new protected natural areas.

National Agency for Natural Protected Areas and Biodiversity Conservation (NAPA):

At present, it to be interministerially approved the Government Emergency Ordinance on the status of the natural protected areas, the conservation of natural habitats, wild flora and fauna, upon its coming into force, it will abrogate the provisions of Law no. 345 of 19 July 2006 for amending and completing the Government Emergency Ordinance no. 236/2000 on the status of the protected areas, conservation of natural habitats, of the wild fauna and flora. This draft of regulatory document will be the legal framework for promoting the Decision on the organization and functioning of the National Agency for Natural Protected Areas and Biodiversity Conservation.

d. List of relevant regulatory documents

1. GEO no.195/2005 on the environmental protection, approved as amended and completed by Law no. 256/2006;

2. Law no. 5/2000 on the national territory planning – section III – protected areas;

3. GEO no. 57/2007 on the status of the protected areas, conservation of natural habitats, of the wild fauna and flora;

4. Law no. 5/1991 for the accession of Romania to the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, particularly as habitat of water birds;

5. Law no. 58/1994 ratifying the Convention on Biological Diversity, signed at Rio de Janeiro on 5 June 1992;

6. Law no. 59/2003 ratifying the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety Convention on Biological Diversity (signed on 5 June 1992, Rio de Janeiro), signed at Montreal on 29 January 2000;

7. Law no. 13/1993 for the accession of Romania to the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, Berne, 19 September 1979;

8. Law no. 69/1994 for the accession of Romania to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, Washington, 3 March 1973;

9. Law no. 13/1998 for the accession of Romania to the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals, Bonn, 23 June 1979;

10. Law no. 91/2000 ratifying the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area, Monaco, 24 November 1996;

11. Law on hunting and game protection no. 407/2006;

12. Law of zoological gardens and public aquariums no. 191/2002;

13. Law 82/1993 on the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve foundation, as further amended and completed;

14. GD no. 2151/2004 on the establishment of new protected natural areas;

15. MO no. 255/2007 on certain measures for applying the European Union Regulation on trade in species of wild fauna and flora.

e. Existing documents of public policy

In 2000 the National Strategy for Biodiversity Conservation was drafted, this being updated to present.

f.
List of planned documents of public policy

A request was submitted to the United Nation Development Programme (UNDP) in order to obtain the financial support necessary to update the National Strategy for Biodiversity Conservation.

2. Environmental quality assessment and improvement
Air quality

The National Air Quality Monitoring Network was equipped as follows:

a.
91 air quality monitoring stations (traffic; industrial, urban, suburban and regional) that were located in population clusters and regions, as follows:

· 7 population clusters: Baia Mare, Braşov, Brăila-Galaţi, Constanţa, Piteşti, Ploieşti, Timişoara;
· 7 regions: Region 1 North-East – Bacău (EPA: Bacău, Botoşani, Neamţ, Suceava, Vaslui), Region 2 South-East – Galaţi (EPA: Brăila, Buzău, Constanţa, Galaţi, Tulcea, Vrancea), Region 3 South-Muntenia - Piteşti (EPA: Argeş, Dâmboviţa, Ialomiţa, Prahova), Region 4 South-West - Craiova (EPA: Gorj, Mehedinţi, Olt, Vâlcea), Region 5 West – Timişoara (EPA: Arad, Caraş-Severin, Hunedoara, Timiş), Region 6 North- West – Cluj (EPA: Bihor, Bistriţa-Năsăud, Maramureş, Satu Mare, Sălaj) and Region 7 Centre – Sibiu (EPA: Alba, Braşov, Covasna, Harghita, Mureş, Sibiu).

b.
3 regional fund station – EMEP type (located at over 800 m altitude), located in: Fundata, Braşov County; Semenic, Caraş Severin County, and Poiana Stampei, Suceava County.

c.
laboratory equipments, for the 94 air quality monitoring stations, for the 34 county environmental protection agencies.

d.
34 exterior panels – conventionally located in highly circulated areas of the county residence city.

e.
34 interior panels – located at the Town Hall of the county residence city.

There was approved the MESD Order approving the Methodology for preparing and implementing the plans and programmes for air quality management (promoted at the beginning of the year by the MO no.35/11.01.2007).

The 4th "Air Quality” daughter directive was transposed, respectively the Directive 2004/107/CE relating to arsenic, cadmium, mercury, nickel and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons in ambient air , by MO 448/21.03.2007.

There were classified in the temporary lists, based on the 2005 assessment of the air quality by air emissions modelling in the cities within the regions of air quality management, according to the provisions of MO no. 745/2002. Based on this lists there will be identified the areas for which air quality management plans and programmes will be prepare.

Phare CBC 2003 Project “Development of an air quality management programme for the Romanian-Bulgarian border region, Lower Danube Basin”, coordinated by MESD, which had as main activities:

-
to assess the air quality in the four cities from the Romanian-Bulgarian border, along the Lower Danube, namely Turnu Măgurele, Zimnicea, Giurgiu and Călăraşi;

-
to analyze the aspects concerning the transboundary pollution and to assess the options of reducing and controlling the emissions at source;

-
to analyze the aspects concerning the transboundary pollution and to assess the options of reducing and controlling the emissions at source;

-
to ensure the implementing of the air quality framework directive's requirements (Directive 96/62/EC) and of the daughter directives (Directive 1999/30/EC, Directive 2000/69/EC and Directive 2002/3/EC), through: preparing, together with the regional and local authorities, some short and long term plans for reducing the pollution, and preparing and implementing the a common programme of air quality management for the Romanian-Bulgarian border region.

The project was completed by organizing public conference for presenting the activities and conclusions, to which participated representatives of both countries in Bulgaria and Romania.

Reports on air quality, under the new DEM (Data Exchange Module) reporting format, are periodically sent to the European Environment Agency.

The Project for Strengthening the capacity of the National Reference Laboratories for Environmental Protection was initiated.

Protection against noise

The legal framework was amended and completed, in order to entirely transpose the Directive 2002/49/EC relating to the assessment and management of environmental noise (GD 674/2007 for amending and completing the GD 321/2005 on the assessment and management of environmental noise); subsequently this regulatory document was republished, at present the GD 321/2005 on the assessment and management of environmental noise, republished, is in force.

The Guidebook on the interim methods of calculation of the noise indexes for the noise produced by the activities of the industrial areas, by the vehicles, railway and airway traffic nearby airports was drafted (and approved by MO 678/2006).

The Guidebook on the drafting, analyzing and assessment of strategic noise maps was drafted (and approved by MO 1830/2007).

It is in the final stage to be approved (at MIAR) the draft of the Minister's Joint Order approving the Guidebook on the adoption of the limit values and the method of implementing them for preparing the action plans, for Lden and Lnight indexes, for the noise caused by the vehicle traffic on the main roads and in the population clusters, railway traffic on the main railways and in the population clusters, airway traffic on the large and/or urban airports, and for the noise produced in the areas of the population clusters where industrial activities are carried out as provided in Annex no.1 to the Government Emergency Ordinance no.152/2005, approved as amended and completed by Law no.84/2006

It is in the final stage to be approved prepared (at MESD) the draft of the Minister's Joint Order establishing the regional technical commissions verifying the criteria used to prepare the action plans and to analyze them, as well as approving their structure and Regulation of organization and functioning

It is in the final stage to be approved prepared (at MESD) the draft of the Minister's Joint Order approving the Guidebook on the measures that may be taken within the action plans in order to manage and reduce the values of the Lden, Lnight indexes and, if the case may be, the Lday and Levening indexes, if there are exceeded the limit values established according to letter b) for the noise produced by the vehicle traffic on the main road and in the population clusters, railway traffic on the main railways and in the population clusters, airway traffic on the large and/or urban airports, and for the noise produced in the areas of the population clusters where industrial activities are carried out as provided in Annex no. 1 to the Government Emergency Ordinance no. 152/2005, approved as further amended and completed by Law no. 84/2006

Climate Changes

The activity of MESD in this component of the action direction no. 4 is to implement the activities provided for in the National Strategy for Climate Changes and in the National Action Plan for Climate Changes of Romania. The following activities were carried out in this field:

-
It was transposed in the national legislation the Directive 2003/87/EC establishing a scheme for greenhouse gas emission allowance trading within the Community and the Directive 2004/101/EC by the Government Decision no. 780/2006, and their implementation was started.

-
The National Allocation Plan for the Greenhouse Gas Emission Allowances for 2007 and 2008-2012 period was prepared, in accordance with the Government Decision no. 780/2006, and it was submitted to the European Commission. It was prepared the MO no. 1008/2006 on the establishment of the competences and issuance and review procedure for the greenhouse gas emission allowance, as well as the MO no. 1175/2006 on the Guidebook on monitoring and reporting the greenhouse gas emissions.

-
It was prepared the "Report on Demonstrable Progress in Implementing the Kyoto Protocol”; the Romania's fourth national communication on climate change under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change was prepared and submitted to the Secretariat of the Framework Convention.

-
NEPA coordinated the national inventory of the greenhouse gas emissions; the National Inventory Report was prepared and submitted to the Secretariat of the Framework Convention and to the European Environment Agency. The development framework for Joint Implementing project was enlarged by preparing Memoranda of Understanding on climate changes cooperation between Romania and Finland, and respectively between Romania and Italy, at present 10 Memoranda of Understanding were signed.

-
Joint Implementation - JI draft proposals and accompanying documents were assessed and Letters of Support and Approval were granted, as the case may be; at present, 15 JI drafts are in various stages of implementing;

-
The implementation of the National Register for greenhouse gas emission allowances trading was prepared.

Pollution Control

The industrial pollution control represents a core domain within which the following activities were carried out:

-
reinventory of the activities and plants subject to the Directive 96/61/EC concerning integrated pollution prevention and control (IPPC);

-
carrying out a new exercise regarding the Register of Pollutants Emissions at national level, in accordance with the provisions of the Decision 2000/479/EC, transposed in the national legislation by MO 1144/2003;

-
17 Technical Working Groups (TWG) were organized within the IPPC Centre, for the main activity fields relevant for the economic activity of Romania, subject to the IPPC Directive; their purpose is to prepare the National Guidebook according to the European BREF models. Within three TWG, National Guidebooks drafts were prepared, 8 TWGs approved the Regulation of Organization and Functioning and they collect data/information, and 6 of them are still at the stage of analyzing and approving the Regulation of Organization and Functioning;

In the first semester of this year, the reinventory of the IPPC plants was carried out, under NEPA coordination. The approval stage on 25 June 2007 is as follows: integrate environmental authorizations were issued for 551 IPPC plants out of the 660 one, IPPC plants reinventoried as follows:

· 430 integrate environmental authorizations for plants without transition period, and 121 for plants with transition period;
· 109 plants are to be granted with integrate authorizations, 69 without transition period and 40 with transition period.

The stage of documentation submission and the stage of issuing integrate environmental authorizations for IPPC plants are reported every week to NEPA.

Two Institutional Twinning project regarding the implementation of the IPPC Directive are also carried out at regional level, REPA Craiova - Romanian/German twining (PHARE RO 2004/IB/EN/04); REPA Piteşti - Romanian/French/Danish twinning (PHARE RO 2004/IB/EN/05). Within the project carried out at Craiova the first draft of the Guidebook for incinerating and co-incinerating the waste in large combustion plants was prepared by now, and within the project carried out at Piteşti the BREF for the for the Ceramic Industry and the Mineral Industry, as well as for the Iron and Steel Industry were translated into Romanian.

-
To what concerns the information dissemination we would like to mention the seminar on integrated pollution prevention and control organized by the experts of the Directorate for Pollution Control and Risk Management of MESD with the support of the European Commission through the European IPPC Bureau (EIPPCB) in Sevilla, held on 14-15 November 2006.

-
The PHARE Project of technical assistance support in the integrated authorization process, EuropeAid/121530/D/SER/RO, RO 2004/016-772.03.03.01, this particularly provides the carry out of training programmes for the personnel within the environmental structure, public information campaigns, and the preparation of some guidebooks necessary to implementing the provisions of the IPPC Directive.

-
2 Synthesis Reports on the Implementing Progress of the National Programme on reducing the emissions of sulphur dioxide, oxides of nitrogen and dust from large combustion plants. The large burning plants inventory was updated and the inventory of emissions of carbon dioxide, oxides of nitrogen and dust from large combustion plants was made for 2004 and 2005. The GD no. 1502/2006 amending the GD no 541/2003, as further amended and completed, was prepared; An emissions monitoring study was carried out in order to prepare the Guidebook for monitoring the emissions from large combustion plants.

-
The activities and plants subject to Seveso II Directive were inventoried, and an inspection system at the objectives subject to this Directive was established. The RISAGEN software for completing the SEVESO II database is used at the level of all secretariats of risk management. The Joint Order MAI - MEWM (no. 520/2006) approving the investigation procedure for the major-accidents involving dangerous substances was prepared. It was prepared and approved the System of reporting to the European Commission on the control of major-accident hazards involving dangerous substances (SEVESO II).

-
It was updated the National Inventory of the plants included in the Plan of Implementing the Directive 94/63/EC on the control of volatile organic compound emissions resulting from the storage of petrol and its distribution from terminals to service stations.

-
It was prepared the GD no. 1339/2006 for amending and completing the GD no. 699/2003 on the setting up the measures for the limitation of volatile organic compounds emissions due to the use of organic solvents in certain activities and installations, in order to entirely transpose the provisions of the Directive 1999/13/EC.

-
It was carried out the reinventory of the plants subject to the GD no. 699/2003, as further amended and completed, as well as of the carcinogenic, mutagenic and reprotoxic substances (CMR).

-
The Directive 2004/42/EC on the limitation of emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOC) due to the use of organic solvents in decorative paints and varnishes and vehicle refinishing products and amending Directive 1999/13/EC was transposed by GD no. 735/2006.

-
At present, it is carried out together with Germany the Twinning Project "Implementing the Environmental Acquis focused on VOC (Directives 1999/13/EC and 1994/63/EC) and noise".

-
Three TAIEX seminars on rehabilitation of the polluted areas in Romania, implementing the SEVESO II Directive and BAT-BREF Procedure, and implementing the Directive 2001/81/EC were organized.

-
In order to observe the obligations undertaken by taking over the provisions of the Directive 2001/81/EC on national emission ceilings for certain atmospheric pollutants, transposed in the national legislation by the Government Decision no. 1856/2005, it was prepared the National Programme on progressively reducing the emissions of sulphur dioxide, oxides of nitrogen, volatile organic compounds and ammonia (PNRPE), approved by the Government Decision no. 1879/2006, which cumulates the measures set up in the national legislation for the prevention , limitation and control of the emissions of sulphur dioxide, oxides of nitrogen, volatile organic compounds and ammonia, due to all polluting sources as a result of the anthropic activities. PNRPE has as main objective the observance of the national emission ceilings for sulphur dioxide, oxides of nitrogen, volatile organic compounds and ammonia, established for 2010.

-
For Romania, the national emission ceilings for sulphur dioxide, oxides of nitrogen, volatile organic compounds and ammonia, established for 2010, are those provided in the Protocol to the 1979 Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution, relative to abating the acidification, eutrophication and ground-level ozone, adopted in Gothenburg on 1 December 1999, ratified by Law no. 271/2003.

-
The regulation have as purpose the fulfilment of the objectives set forth at the Community level on medium term (for 2010) and on long term (for 2020), for limiting the emissions of sulphur dioxide, oxides of nitrogen, volatile organic compounds and ammonia that may have noxious effect on human health and on the natural ecosystems, due to the acidification, eutrophication and ground-level ozone, as well as for observing the loading and critical level of the environmental sensible elements.

-
In order to ensure the environmental protection training necessities for the personnel in the central, regional and local public authorities, as well as for the personnel of other central public authorities and of the speciality institutions involved in implementing the provisions of the Directive 2001/81/EC, two TAIEX seminars were carried out, one having as topic the "Implementing the Directive no. 2001/81/EC on national emission ceilings for certain atmospheric pollutants’’  respectively, TAIEX Expertise having as subject data collection necessary for the calculation of the critical loading for types of environmental sensible elements (terrestrial and water ecosystems) with the support of the German experts.

-
In order to promote the participation of the organizations to the Community Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS), it was created the national organizational structure necessary for implementing the provisions of the Regulation 761/2001/EC allowing voluntary participation by organisation in a Community eco-management and audit scheme. In order to inform the public and the interested parties about the objectives and main components of EMAS, the TAIEX seminar with the topic “Implementing the Regulation 761/2001/EC allowing voluntary participation by organisation in a Community eco-management and audit scheme” was carried out, as well as an experience exchange between Italy and Romania in “Implementing the EMAS Regulation.

To what concerns the eco-label it was prepared the Government Decision no. 236/2007 on the setting up the measures for ensuring the implementation of the Regulation (EC) No 1980/2000 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 July 2000 on a revised Community eco-label award scheme. There were numerous actions of promoting and disseminating the eco-label to the economic agents and consumers, among which:

-
information seminars – training on eco-label application in Romania, eco-labelling system, for which leaflets, prospectuses, and flyer were used, information meetings were organized and informative newsletters were printed.

-
publishing and disseminating for free some prospectuses with information about the eco-label, prospectuses containing the information necessary to the economic agents and consumers;

Written Press is another method used to disseminate the eco-label, moreover because this addresses the general public; articles on eco-label were published.

The promoting campaign of the eco-label in Romania was started on 26 February 2007, by organizing seminars in the eight regions. A TAIEX seminar for technical assistance was carried out during 15-16 March 2007, in Bucharest, in order to implement the Regulation 1980/2000 on a revised Community eco-label award scheme - event organized together with the European Commission experts. In October 2007 it is intended the organization of a week for promoting the EUROPEAN FLOWER in Bucharest, event organized with the support of the European Commission experts.

Prospectuses were drafted:

· ECO-LABEL - informative prospectus for the economic agents, containing information on: eco-label, stages necessary for obtaining the eco-label, eco-label's advantages, eco-label requesting costs and financing possibilities for obtaining the eco-label, existing legislative framework in Romania on the award of eco-label, institutes accredited recommended by the competent authority for eco-label award - Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development - in order to carry out the products tests and trials in the process of assessing their performances, brief presentation of the Community eco-label, as well as the presentation of more known eco-labels used in Europe, useful information: contact persons, websites.
· ECO-LABEL - Consumers' Guidebook contains the following information: general information on eco-label in Romania: definition, symbol, eco-label form, product groups for which the eco-label may be awarded, reasons for choosing the eco-label products, presentation of the eco-label award system in Romania, presentation slides of the eco-label award criteria and reasons of eco-label award to all product groups aimed, useful information: how can be recognized the eco-label on a product, other information, contact persons, websites.

Horizontal Legislation and Regulations

-
The transboundary and international partnership with similar institutions from other countries was enhanced in order to monitor the stage of implementing the international understandings.

-
In order to observe the obligation arisen from implementing the Espoo Convention - Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context - there were notified the states potentially affected by Roşia Montană Project (Hungary, Serbia and Montenegro, Bulgaria, Republic of Moldova, Ukraine and Slovakia), Hungary confirmed its participation to the environmental impact assessment procedure, this process is carried out at present. Implementing the same convention, Romania notified the states potentially affected by the Project Units 3-4 from CNE Cernavoda, which are Ukraine, Bulgaria, Moldova, Hungary and Austria. In the same time Romania confirmed to Hungary the participation to the environmental impact assessment procedure for CNE Paks Hungary, the public debate of the project took place on 31 August, in Oradea.

-
The participation to the 6th session of the Joint Commission on Environmental Protection between Romania and Germany (following that during 25-27 June 2007 to take place the 7th session) and to the 2nd session of the Joint Committee for implementing the Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development, Romania and the Ministry of the Environment and Territory, Italy, for environmental protection and sustainable development.

-
Meetings and seminars with the representatives of the economic operators and NGOs were organized within the activity of public information on public participation to environmental decision-making process.

-
In order to ensure the public access to justice it was entirely transposed the Council Directive 85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment, amended by Council Directive 97/11/EC and by the Directive 2003/35/CE of the European Parliament and of the Council providing for public participation in respect of the drawing up of certain plans and programmes relating to the environment and amending with regard to public participation and access to justice Council Directives 85/337/EEC and 96/61/EC, by the GD no.1213/2006 on the framework procedure for environmental impact assessment for certain public and private projects. Thus, the obligations undertaken during the negotiations with the European Union were observed.

-
it was drawn up the GEO no. 68/2007 approved by Law no 19/2008 on environmental liability with regard to environmental damage prevention or remediation, by which it was transposed the Directive 2004/35/EC.

-
there were carried out programmes with foreign MATRA experts (financed by the Government of Netherlands) and Technical Assistance for Directives 2001/42/EC (SEA) and 91/692/EC (Reporting Directive), as well as the PHARE Programme for Directive 2001/42/EC (SEA)

-
the organization of the fourth Meeting of the Parties to the Espoo Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context, Bucharest, May 2008

-
signing the Multilateral Agreement by the South-East European States for Implementing the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context, during the fourth Meeting of the Parties to the Espoo Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context, Bucharest, May 2008

-
By Law 24/2008 was accepted the Genetically Modified Organisms Amendment to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision- making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters, Aarhus, 1998.

-
Carry out of the procedure of environmental assessment for programmes and plans at regional and national level (e.g. Sectoral Operational Programmes and others.)

-
Carry out of the Environmental Impact Assessment for certain projects (e.g. Units 3-4 of CNE Cernavoda).

-
Carry out of the authorization procedures, according to the competences (e.g. environmental authorization for Units 1 and 2 of the CNE Cernavoda, issued by Government Decision)

a. Objectives
I. Air Quality

1. Completing the equipping of the National Air Quality Monitoring Network, according to the European Union standards and correlated with the other local existing air quality monitoring networks;

2. Classifying in lists, based on the 2006 assessment of the air quality by air emissions modelling, the cities within the regions of air quality management, according to the provisions of MO no.745/2002; identifying the areas for which air quality management plans and programmes will be initiated and drawn up;

3. Technically coordinating the carry out and implementation of the RO/04/IB/WB-01 twinning project for “Implementing the Environmental Acquis focused on air quality”;

4. Technically coordinating the carry out and implementation of the PHARE 2004 Project for "Procuring Equipments in order to Control the regional IPPC activities”, carried out by EPA Argeş, Bacău, Bihor, Galaţi, Sibiu, and Timiş;

5. Drawing up the Technical Specifications for equipments procurement for equipping the calibration units, in order to implement the QA/QC procedure for air quality monitoring, within the 2006 Phare Programme;

6. Updating the National Strategy for Atmosphere Protection, depending on the evolution of the European Commission document “Air Quality Thematic Strategy”;

7. Participating to the Working Group activity for discussing the proposals of Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on type approval of motor vehicles with respect to emissions and on access to vehicle repair information (EURO 5);

8. Coordinating the "Project for Strengthening the Capacity of the National Reference Laboratories for Environmental Protection”, concluded between MESD and JICA.

II. Protection against noise

1. Carrying out the PHARE Project of Technical Assistance 2004/ 016-772.03.03/02.02 for “Strengthening the Institutional Capacity for Implementing the Directives with respect to Noise”, as direct beneficiary of the project's results;

2. Establishing the limit values corresponding to the Lden and Lnight indexes for the noise produced by the vehicle, railway and airway traffic nearby airports and for the noise produced by industrial areas activities(within two month after the approval of the GD 674/2007);

3. Establishing Commissions for assessing and analyzing the action plans for Lden and Lnight indexes, for the for the noise produced by the vehicle traffic on the main road and in the population clusters, railway traffic on the main railways and in the population clusters, airway traffic on the large and/or urban airports, and for the noise produced in the areas of the population clusters where industrial activities are carried out

Completing the draft of the Minister's Joint Order approving the Guidebook on the measures that may be taken within the action plans in order to manage and reduce the values of the Lden, Lnight indexes and, if the case may be, the Lday and Levening indexes, if there are exceeded the limit values established according to letter b) for the noise produced by the vehicle traffic on the main road and in the population clusters, railway traffic on the main railways and in the population clusters, airway traffic on the large and/or urban airports, and for the noise produced in the areas of the population clusters where industrial activities are carried out as provided in Annex no. 1 to the Government Emergency Ordinance no. 152/2005, approved as further amended and completed by Law no. 84/2006

III. Climate Change

The general objective to what regards the climate change is the coordination of the climate changes policies in accordance with the European Union policies.

b. specific objectives:

1. Implementing the activities provided for in the National Strategy for Climate Change and in the National Action Plan for Climate Changes of Romania;

2. Updating the Romania National Strategy for Climate Change, and the National Action Plan for Climate Change in accordance with the new EU development policy;

3. Follow-up of the implementation GD 780/2006 on the establishment of the greenhouse gas emission allowance trading scheme;

4. Coordination and follow-up of the implementation of the greenhouse gas emission allowance trading scheme, including for the aviation sector;

5. Completing and approving the Government Decision on the establishment of the national anthropic greenhouse gas emission estimation system;

6. Developing the legal framework necessary to bilateral collaboration on climate change matters;

7. Supporting through a Government Decision and implementing a Green Investments Scheme, base on greenhouse gas emission allowance trading (art. 17 of the Kyoto Protocol);

8. Monitoring the functioning of the National Register for greenhouse gas emission allowances trading, according to UNFCCC and EU requirements;

9. Ensuring the functioning of the National Commission on Climate Change, in accordance with the GD 658/2006 on the reorganization of the National Commission on Climate Change;

10. Coordinating the activities of assessment of the Romania's vulnerabilities to the climate change effects, and of preparation of the measures and activities necessary to adapt to the climate change effects;

11. Preparing the National Action Plan for adaptation to climate change effects;

12. Analyzing the regulatory documents drafts on climate change matters drawn up by other ministries;

13. Participating to the negotiations taking place at level of the European Union, the Framework Convention and the Kyoto Protocol, and drawing up preparatory documents in order to represent Romania at these negotiations.

IV. Horizontal Legislation; Regulations and Pollution Control

b. Specific objectives

1. Continuation of implementing the obligation arising from international conventions:

i.
Espoo Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context.

ii.

Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters; Aarhus; 1998

2. Ratifying the Multilateral Agreement signed by the South-East European States for Implementing the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context

3. Updating the horizontal legislation for a constant harmonization with the European Union legislation.

Environmental Impact Assessment:

4. Ratifying the Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), adopted in Kiev on 21 May 2003 during the Ministerial Conference "Environment for Europe”, Protocol under the Espoo Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context.

5. Organization of the fourth Meeting of the Parties to the Espoo Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context, Bucharest, May 2008

6. Continuation of implementing the procedures of the environmental impact assessment for certain projects and environmental assessment for plans and programmes in accordance with the competences.

7. Bilateral cooperation with Ukraine on the issues regarding the deep-water Danube – Black Sea (Bystroe) navigation canal.

Pollution Control

1. Helsinki 92 - UNECE Convention on the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents, ratified by Law no. 92/2003;

2. Ratifying the PRTR (Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers ) Protocol to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters, adopted in Kiev, 21 Mai 2003 (preparing a law draft);

3. Transposing the Regulation 166/2006 concerning the establishment of a European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (preparing a Minister's Order);

4. Public information campaigns about the obligations arisen according to the Decision no. 2006/194/EC establishing a questionnaire relating to Council Directive 96/61/EC concerning integrated pollution prevention and control.

5. Participating to activities specific to the Twinning Project with Germany - RO 2004/IB/EN/09 Implementing and Controlling the Environmental Acquis at national level by consolidating the NEPA and coordinating 8 regional twinning projects - Developing the NEPA Capacity for Implementing, Monitoring and Applying - Controlling the Transposed Legislation.

6. Participating to activities specific to the Twinning Project RO 2004/IB/EN/05 – Implementing and Controlling the Environmental Acquis focused on IPPC and Risk Management - Developing the Capacity of REPA and EPA for Implementing, Monitoring and Applying - Controlling the Transposed Legislation.

7. Participating to activities specific to the Twinning Project RO 2004/IB/EN/04 – Implementing and Controlling the Environmental Acquis focused on IPPC - Developing the Capacity of REPA and EPA for Implementing, Monitoring and Applying - Controlling the Transposed Legislation.

8. Participation to activities specific to PHARE Project of technical assistance support in the integrated authorization process, EuropeAid/121530/D/SER/RO, RO 2004/016-772.03.03.01, this particularly provides the carry out of training programmes for the personnel within the environmental structure, public information campaigns, and the preparation of some guidebooks necessary to implementing the provisions of the IPPC Directive.

9. Coordinating the activities within the National Centre for coordinating, informing and updating of the guidebooks on the best available practices and communication with the European Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Bureau.

Limitation of the volatile organic compounds emissions:

1. Coordinating the process of reinventorying the plants/activities subject to the provisions of the Directive 1999/13/EC on the limitation of emissions of volatile organic compounds due to the use of organic solvents;

2. Coordinating the process of reinventory of the carcinogenic, mutagenic and reprotoxic substances (CMR) in order to replace these after the European Commission publishes the Guidebook on replacement of CMR;

3. Coordinating the draw up of the monitoring programme in order to verify the compliance of the products provided in Annex no. 1 of the Directive 2004/42/EC on the limitation of emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOC) due to the use of organic solvents in decorative paints and varnishes and vehicle refinishing products, respectively of the GD no. 735/2006 transposing this Directive;

Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs)

1. Participating to the Working Group Meeting on noncomplying with the provisions of the Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants – Stockholm Convention (OEWG-NC) where there will be debated institutional procedures and mechanisms for determining the noncomplying with the provisions of the Stockholm Convention;

2. Participating to the third Conference of the Parties to Stockholm Convention where will be debated the issues relative to the measures of reducing and eliminating the emissions due to deliberate production and use a POPs (respectively DDT, exceptions), measures for reducing or eliminating the emissions resulted from POPs accidental disposals, measures for reducing or eliminating waste POPs disposals, implementation plans etc;

3. Transposing the Regulation 850/2004 on persistent organic pollutants, main instrument in implementing the provisions of the Stockholm Convention;

4. Coordinating the draw up of the “Study on drawing up the annual national inventory of persistent organic pollutants emissions, specified in the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POP)”.

Limitation of the emissions of certain pollutants in the air from large combustion plants (LCP)

1. Monitoring the implementing stage of the National Programme on reducing the emissions of SO2, NOx and dust from large combustion plants and reporting to the European Commission;

2. Coordinating the activities of the technical secretariat for the control of the LCP activities

3. Reducing and limiting the LCP emissions, so that to fully observe the provisions of the Directive;

4. Monitoring the observance of the national ceilings on limiting the LCP emissions and of the requirements of the Directive 2001/80/EC on the limitation of emissions of certain pollutants into the air from large combustion plants;

5. Monitoring, assessing and reporting the pollutants emissions from LCP;

6. Monitoring the draw up of the national inventory of emissions of sulphur dioxide, oxides of nitrogen and dust from LCP;

7. Annual reporting to the European Commission of the national inventory of emissions of sulphur dioxide, oxides of nitrogen and dust from LCP;

Control of the activities presenting major-accident hazards involving dangerous substances (Seveso II Directive)

1. Verifying the observance of the legal provisions on functioning and organization of the secretariats of risk management in EPAs, REPAs and NEPA;

2. Monitoring the observance of the terms established for implementing at national level the legal provisions on the control of the activities presenting major-accident hazards involving dangerous substances and recommending the compliance measures;

3. Participating to the activity of the Commission for the safety of the plants and accidents;

4. Participating to the specific activities of the Committee of Competent Authorities, according to art. 22 of Directive 96/82/EC;

5. Participating to specific activities within the Convention on the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents - Helsinki/1992, ratified by Law no. 92/2003;

6. Participating, preparing and organizing together with GIES - MAI the Mutual Joint Visit Programme (MJV Programme) for the PETRO-BRAZI refinery, under the aegis of Joint Research Centre’s Major Accident Hazard Bureau (MAHB) with the support of the General Directorate of Environment (DG Environment) and of the Committee of Competent Authorities (CCA) in order to implement the Seveso II Directive.

7. Organizing and carrying out together with GIES - MAI the preparatory convocations for clarifying some aspects related to the calculation method of the operators inventory, the modifications of the European legislation and practical implementation of these at local and regional level, as follows:

· during 28 – 30.03.2007 period, in Bacău, within the regional civil protection training centre, for Bacău County, Botoşani County, Brăila County, Buzău County, Constanţa County, Galaţi County, Iaşi County, Neamţ County, Suceava County, Tulcea County, Vaslui County and Vrancea County;
· during 18 – 20.04.2007 period, in Craiova, within the regional civil protection training centre, for Bucharest, Dolj County, Gorj County, Ilfov County, Mehedinţi County, Olt County and Vâlcea County;
· during 28 – 30.05.2007 period, in Cluj-Napoca, within the regional civil protection training centre, for Arad County, Bihor County, Bistriţa-Năsăud County, Caraş-Severin County, Cluj County, Hunedoara County, Maramureş County, Satu Mare County, Sălaj County and Timiş County;
· during 05 – 07.06.2007 period, in Sibiu within the National Environmental Guard training centre, for Alba County, Argeş County, Braşov County, Călăraşi County, Dâmboviţa County, Giurgiu County, Ialomiţa County, Mureş County, Prahova County, Sibiu County and Teleorman County.
· Participating to the International Conference on "Environment Legislation, Safety Engineering and Disaster Management - ELSEDIMA” on 15-17.05.2007, Sibiu.

National emission ceilings for certain atmospheric pollutants (NEC Directive)

1. Coordinating the activities specific to fulfilment the obligations of reporting, according to the terms of the Directive (NEC) 2001/81/EC on national emission ceilings for certain atmospheric pollutants, 31 December 2007;

2. Monitoring the draw up of the national inventories of emissions of sulphur dioxide, oxides of nitrogen, volatile organic compounds and ammonia; and of the reports related to these inventories, drawn up in the reporting format according to the reporting requirements - EMEP/CORINAIR Guidebook (responsible NEPA - deadline October 2007):

-
2006 final national inventory;

-
2007 preliminary national inventory;

3. Monitoring and coordinating the draw up of the forecasts of the emissions of sulphur dioxide, oxides of nitrogen, volatile organic compounds and ammonia, for 2010 and 2020 (study proposed for 2007).

Protocol of 1 December 1999 to the 1979 Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution, relative to abating the acidification, eutrophication and ground-level ozone, adopted in Gothenburg;

1. Implementing the provisions of the Gothenburg Protocol

-
organizing and participating during 04-08 June to TAIEX Expertise to which took part experts of the Federal Environment Agency of Germany, and had as objective the German experts assistance in collecting the necessary data and the methodologies used for the calculation of the critical loads and levels, at national level, for types of environmental sensible elements;

-
coordinating the national measurement of the sediments and concentrations of atmospheric pollutants with acidification and eutrophication effect, and of the ozone precursors. (study proposed for 2007).

-
coordinating at national level the system of data collecting, necessary for the calculation of the critical loads and critical levels.

Voluntary participation by organisation in a Community eco-management and audit scheme (EMAS Regulation)

2. Accelerating the process of encouraging the introduction of the eco-management and audit systems, EMAS within the organizations.

3. Providing the necessities of training on EMAS main objectives and components, for the personnel in the National Environmental Protection Agency and territorial environmental protection agency, National Environmental Guard and territorial commissariats, involved in implementing the provisions of the EMAS Regulation in order to promote EMAS at national level (financial resources are required - booking the conference room, IT equipment);

4. Providing the necessities of information and training of the organizations on EMAS main objectives and components, advantages of introducing EMAS within the organizations (financial resources are required - booking the meeting room, IT equipment);

5. Organizing and participating to a TAIEX seminar on promoting EMAS to the organizations (in progress);

6. Coordinating the draw up of the study on methods of promoting EMAS at national level through specific means (prospectuses, leaflets, and organizing information symposiums etc) (study proposed for 2007).

Control of volatile organic compound (VOC) emissions resulting from the storage of petrol and its distribution from terminals to service stations

1. Informing the economic agents in order to implement the provisions of the Directives 1994/63/EC on the control of VOC emissions resulting from the storage of petrol and its distribution from terminals to service stations; during certain seminars organized by the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development and the National Environmental Protection Agency;

2. Participating to the training of the Twinning Project with Germany “Implementing the Environmental Acquis focused on volatile organic compound and noise”;

3. Providing assistance in organizing the seminars, training courses and workshops for agents, with the purpose of making understood the technical and administrative requirements;

4. Establishing some working group necessary for settling technical issues of the implementation;

5. Coordinating the process of reinventorying plants subject to the provisions of the Directive 1994/63/EC;

DIRECTIVE 2007/2/EC establishing an Infrastructure for Spatial Information in the European Community (INSPIRE)

1. Transposing the provisions of this directive in the national legislation;

2. Participating to seminars, training courses and workshops organized for making understood the technical and administrative requirements of the Directive project;

Eco-label

Information actions for the public interested on the eco-label:

1. In October 2007 it is intended the organization of a week for promoting the EUROPEAN FLOWER in Bucharest, event organized with the support of the European Commission experts, for which it will be used:

-
leaflets, prospectuses, and flyer;

-
information meetings;

-
informative newsletters.

2. publishing and disseminating for free some prospectuses with information about the eco-label, prospectuses containing the information necessary to the economic agents and consumers;

3. creating a website and promoting it to the economic operators and consumers. This will contain information on the Community Eco-label.

4. Written Press is another method used to disseminate the eco-label, moreover because this addresses the general public; articles on eco-label will be published.

5. Participation to schools disseminating the eco-label through informative courses;

6. Experience exchanges between Italy and Romania in “Implementing the provisions of the Regulation no. 1980/2000 on revised Community eco-label award scheme”.

b. Institutions subordinated, coordinated or under its authority and their role

The speciality Directorate of the National Environmental Protection Agency and of the regional and local environmental protection agency have the role of implementing the strategies and policies on atmosphere protection, climate change, pollution control, impact assessment and risk management.

c. List of relevant regulatory documents

1. GEO no.243/2000 on the atmosphere protection, approved as further amended and completed by Law no. 655/2001;

2. MO no.745/2002 establishing the agglomerations and the classification of the agglomerations, and of the areas for the assessment of the air quality in Romania;

3. MO no.592/2002 approving the Norm regarding the establishment of the limit values, of the threshold values and of the criteria and methods for the assessment of the sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and oxides of nitrogen, dust suspension (PM10 and PM2.5), lead, benzene, carbon monoxide and ozone in ambient air;

4. GD no.543/2004 on setting up the procedure for the elaboration and implementation of air quality management plans and programmes;

5. GD no.586/2004 on setting up and organization of the National System for Assessment and Integrated Management of Air Quality;

6. GD no.731/2004 approving the National Strategy for Atmosphere Protection;

7. GD no.738/2004 approving the National Action Plan for Atmosphere Protection;

8. MO no. 35/2007 approving the Methodology for the elaboration and implementation of air quality management plans and programmes;

9. MO no. 27/2007 on the amendment and completion of certain orders transposing the Community Environmental acquis;

10. GEO no. 12/2007 on the amendment and completion of certain regulatory documents transposing the Community Environmental acquis;

11. GD no. 210/28.02.2007 on the amendment and completion of certain regulatory documents transposing the Community Environmental acquis;

12. GD no. 321/2005 on the assessment and management environmental noise, republished;

13. Order of the Minister of Environment and Water Management no. 678/2006, of the Minister of Transports, Constructions and Tourism no. 1344/2006, Minister of Public Health no. 915/2006, and of the Minister of Administration and Interns no. 1397/2006 approving the Guidebook on the interim methods of calculation of the noise indexes for the noise produced by the activities of the industrial areas, by the vehicles, railway and airway traffic nearby airports;

14. Order of the Minister of Environment and Water Management no. 1830/2007, approving the Guidebook on the drafting, analyzing and assessment of strategic noise maps

15. Law no. 24/1994 ratifying the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Rio de Janeiro, 5 June 1992;

16. Law no. 3/2001 ratifying the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, adopted on 11 December 1997;

17. GD no. 645/2005 approving the Romania National Strategy for Climate Change (2005-2007);

18. GD no. 1877/2005 approving the National Action Plan for Climate Change;

19. GD no. 658/2006 on the reorganization of the National Commission on Climate Change;

20. GD no. 780/2006 establishing a scheme for greenhouse gas emission allowance trading - it transposes the Directive 2003/87/EC and Directive 2004/101/EC;

21. MO no.1008/2006 on the establishment of the competences and issuance and review procedure for the greenhouse gas emission allowance;

22. MO no. 1175/2006 on the Guidebook on monitoring and reporting the greenhouse gas emissions.

23. MO no. 1122/2006 approving the Guidebook on the use of the Joint Implementation (JI) mechanism based on Module II (article 6 of the Kyoto Protocol);

24. MO no. 82/2007 on the establishment of the nominal component of the Working Group on adaptation to climate change effects;

25. MO no.85/2007 approving the Methodology regarding the elaboration of the National Allocation Plan;

26. Law no. 22/2001 ratifying the Espoo Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (adopted in Espoo, 25 February 1991);

27. GEO no. 68/2007 on environmental liability with regard to environmental damage prevention or remediation;

28. GD no. 236/2007 on the setting up the measures for ensuring the implementation of the Regulation (EC) no. 1980/2000 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 July 2000 on a revised Community eco-label award scheme;

29. GD no. 40/2003 establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the Community eco-label to household laundry washing machines;

30. GD no. 325/2003 establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the Community eco-label to household dishwashing machines;

31. GD no. 253/2004 establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the Community eco-label to household dishwashing machines detergents;
32. GD no. 177/2004 establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the Community eco-label to textiles products group;

33. GD no. 259/2004 establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the Community eco-label to interior paints and varnishes products group;

34. GD no. 284/2004 establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the Community eco-label to bed mattresses products group;

35. GD no. 1894/2004 establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the Community eco-label to carbon paper and graphic paper product group;

36. GD no. 1855/2005 establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the Community eco-label to tourist accommodation service;

37. GD no. 1587/2006 establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the Community eco-label to camping service;

38. GD no. 1716/2005 establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the Community eco-label to vacuum cleaners;

39. GD no. 1272/2006 establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the Community eco-label to lubricants;

40. Decision no. 1213/2006 establishing the framework procedure for the assessment of the impact of certain public and private projects on the environment;

41. MO no. 860/2002 approving the procedure for the environmental impact assessment and environmental agreement issuing, as further amended and completed;

42. MO no. 863/2002 approving the Methodological Guidebooks on implementing the framework procedure for environmental impact assessment;

43. MO no. 864/2002 approving the Procedure for Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary and for the public participation decision-making on transboundary impact projects;

44. MO no. 171/2005 on setting up and functioning of the Central Technical Analysis Committee;

45. GD no. 1076/2004 establishing the procedure for environmental assessment for plans and programmes;

46. MO no. 995/2006 approving the list of plans and programmes subject to GD no. 1076/2004 establishing the procedure for environmental assessment for plans and programmes;

47. MO no. 117/2006 approving the Handbook on implementation of the procedure for environmental assessment for plans and programmes;

48. GD no. 564/2006 providing for public participation in respect of the drawing up of certain plans and programmes relating to the environment;

49. MO no. 1325/2000 providing for public participation, through its representatives, in respect of the drawing up of plans, programmes, policies and legislation relating to the environment

50. MO no. 978/2003 on the Regulations governing the certification of natural and legal entities that prepare environmental impact assessment studies and environment balances, as further amended and completed;

51. MO no. 199/2004 approving the Certification Commission of natural and legal entities that prepare environmental impact assessment studies and environment balances, and of the Contestation Commission, as further amended and completed;

52. MO no. 876/2004 approving the certification procedure of the activities with significant environmental impact;

53. MO no. 1182/2002 approving the Methodology of managing and providing environmental information held by the environmental protection public authorities;

54. GEO no. 152/2005 on integrated pollution prevention and control, as further amended and completed by Law no. 84/2006;

55. MO no. 249/2005 setting up the National Centre for coordinating, informing and updating of the guidebooks on the best available techniques and communication with the European Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Bureau and with the European Information Forum;

56. MO no. 818/2003 approving the Procedure of issuing the environmental integrated authorization, as further amended and completed by the Order no. 1158/2005;

57. MO no. 36/2004 approving the General Technical Guidebook on implementing the procedure of issuing the environmental integrated authorization;

58. MO no. 169/2004 approving, through the direct confirmation method, the Reference Documents on Best Available Techniques (BREF), approved by European Union (for Reference Documents 9: in the Chlor-Alkali Industry, Non-Ferrous Metals Industry, Iron and Steel Industry, Glass Industry, Tanning of Hides and Skins, Textile Industry, Food and Milk industry, Industrial Cooling Systems, Monitoring);

59. MO no. 566/2003 approving the Reference Document on Best Available Techniques in the Cement and Lime Manufacturing Industries;

60. MO no. 37/2003 approving the Reference Document on Best Available Techniques in the Pulp and Paper Industry;

61. Order 1301/2005 setting up the Commissions for Contestation Analysis within the integrated authorization procedure;

62. MO no. 1144/2002 setting up the Register regarding the environmental pollutants emissions from activities subject to the provisions of the GEO no. 34/2002, approved by Law no. 645/2002;

63. MO no. 1440/2003 approving the National Guidebook setting up the Register regarding the pollutants emissions;

64. GD no. 541/2003 establishing certain measures for Limitation of the emissions of certain pollutants in the air from large combustion plants, as amended and completed by Government Decision no. 322/2005 and the Government Decision no. 1502/2006;

65. Order of the Minister of Environment and Water Management no. 833/2005, Minister of Economy and Commerce no.545/2005 and of the Minister of Administration and Interns no. 859/2005 approving the National Programme on limitation of the emissions of sulphur dioxide, oxides of nitrogen and dust from large combustion plants;

66. MO no. 347/2004 on the model of notification of the environmental protection public authorities on the limitation of the functioning of the large combustion plants, in order to derogate from observing the emission limit values, according to Government Decision no. 541/2003;

67. MO no. 1052/2003 on the organisation and functioning of the Technical Secretariat on the control of large combustion plants activities;

68. Order of the Minister of Environment and Water Management no. 712/2004, Minister of Economy and Commerce no. 199//2004 and of the Minister of Administration and Interns no. 126/2004 approving the Guidebook on elaboration of the programme proposals for progressively reducing the annual emissions of sulphur dioxide, oxides of nitrogen and dust from large combustion plants;

69. Law no. 261/2004 ratifying the Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, Stockholm, 22 May 2001;

70. GD no. 699/2003 on the setting up the measures for the limitation of volatile organic compounds emissions due to the use of organic solvents in certain activities and installations, as further amended and completed;

71. GD no. 735/2006 on the limitation of emissions of volatile organic compounds due to the use of organic solvents in decorative paints and varnishes and vehicle refinishing products;

72. MO no. 859/ 2005 approving certain guidebooks;

73. Law no. 92/2003 for the accession of Romania to the Convention on the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents, Helsinki, 17 March 1992;

74. GD no. 95/2003 on the control of the activities presenting major-accident hazards involving dangerous substances;

75. MO no. 142/2004 approving the Procedure for the assessment of the safety report on the activities presenting major-accident hazards involving dangerous substances;

76. MO no. 520/2006) approving the Investigation procedure for the major-accidents involving dangerous substances;

77. MO no. 251/2005 on the organization and functioning of the Secretariats of Risk Management in respect to the control of the activities presenting major-accident hazards involving dangerous substances;

78. MO no. 1084/2003 approving the procedures of notification of the activities presenting major-accident hazards involving dangerous substances, and respectively of the major-accidents occurred;

79. MO no. 1299/2005 approving the Inspection procedure for the objectives presenting major-accident hazards involving dangerous substances;

80. Law no. 271/2003 ratifying the Protocols to the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution, Geneva; 13 November 1979;

81. GD no. 1856/2005 on the national emission ceilings for certain atmospheric pollutants;

82. GD no. 1879/2006 approving the National Programme on progressively reducing the emissions of sulphur dioxide, oxides of nitrogen, volatile organic compounds and ammonia;

83. MO no. 50/2004 establishing the procedure of organization and coordination of the Community eco-management and audit scheme (EMAS) for the voluntary participation by organisation in this scheme, as further amended and completed;

84. MO no. 790/2006 approving the Regulation of organization and functioning of the EMAS Consultative Committee and Bureau;

85. MO no.745/2002 establishing the agglomerations and the classification of the agglomerations, and of the areas for the assessment of the air quality in Romania;

86. MO no.592/2002 approving the Norm regarding the establishment of the limit values, of the threshold values and of the criteria and methods for the assessment of the sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and oxides of nitrogen, dust suspension (PM10 and PM2.5), lead, benzene, carbon monoxide and ozone in ambient air;

87. GEO no. 196/2005 on the Environmental Fund, approved as further amended and completed by Law no. 105/2006;

88. GD no.586/2004 on setting up and organization of the National System for Assessment and Integrated Management of Air Quality;

89. GD no.543/2004 on setting up the procedure for the elaboration and implementation of air quality management plans and programmes;

90. GD no.738/2004 approving the National Action Plan for Atmosphere Protection;

91. GD no.731/2004 approving the National Strategy for Atmosphere Protection;

92. GD no. 568/2001 of 14 June 2001 establishing the technical requirements for the limitation of the volatile organic compound emissions resulting from the storage of petrol and its distribution from terminals to service stations;

93. MO no. 781/2004 approving the Methodological norms regarding measurement of the volatile organic compound emissions resulting from the storage of petrol and its distribution from terminals to service stations;

94. Order of the Minister of Industry and Resources no. 337/2001 approving the Norms regarding the technical inspection of the installations, equipments and devices used for the limitation of the volatile organic compound emissions resulting from the storage of petrol and its distribution from terminals to service stations;

95. GD no.343 /2004 on the supply of information on new cars fuel consumption and CO2 emissions when marketing them to the buyer;

96. GD no. 689/2004 establishing the requirements for placing on the market petrol and diesel fuel;

97. GD no. 55/2005 approving the Strategy for Restructuring the Iron Industry in Romania, and the individual plans of viability of the iron producing companies, updated for 2003-2008 period;

98. GD no.142/2003 relating to the sulphur limit from liquid fuels;

99. GD no.1209/2004 establishing the procedures on the approval of the internal combustion engines to be installed in non-road mobile machinery and of the secondary engines to be installed in road vehicles for person and merchandise transport, and establishing the measures against the emission of gaseous and particulate pollutants from these, in order to protect the atmosphere.

d. Existing documents of public policy

	No.
	Title of the public policy document

(Full title of the document)
	Adopted by the Government

(Date and number of the Government Decision)
	Initiator

(Name of the institution submitting to approval the document)
	Stage

(Still in force: YES/NO)
	Availability

(Available in electronic format: YES/NO)

	1.
	National Strategy for Climate Change.
	GD 645/2005
	MESD
	Yes
	Yes

	2.
	National Action Plan for Climate Change
	GD 1877/2005
	MESD
	Yes
	Yes

	3.
	National Strategy for Atmosphere Protection
	GD no. 731/2004
	MESD
	Yes
	Yes

	4.
	National Action Plan for Atmosphere Protection
	GD no. 731/2004
	MESD
	Yes
	Yes

	5.
	Programme of stimulating the renewal of the National Fleet of Cars
	GEO no.99/2004 setting up the Programme of stimulating the renewal of the National Fleet of Cars
	MESD
	Yes
	Yes

	6.
	National Programme on progressively reducing the emissions of sulphur dioxide, oxides of nitrogen, volatile organic compounds and ammonia (PNRPE)
	GD no. 1879/2006
	MESD
	Yes
	Yes


e. Planned public policies

1. Romania's National Action Plan for adaptation to climate change effects

2. Update of the National Strategy and Action Plan for Climate Change;

3. Updating the National Strategy for Atmosphere Protection, depending on the evolution of the European Commission document “Air Quality Thematic Strategy”.

3. Waste and chemical substances management
a.1. The policy on waste management benefit from the structural instruments of the Sectoral Operational Programme for Environment – priority axis 2 (action direction no.2).

The “integrated” approach, focused on establishing the strategic objectives and the actions necessary for fulfilling these, creates the conditions under which the waste management may be carried out to a larger extent, more logically and coherently, fact the involve low costs. It is stressed the need to constraint the economic operators to adopt an responsible attitude with respect to the surrounding environment and population health, as well as the valorification and reuse of materials, bringing significant benefits to the environment and society.

The policy on waste management contains: programmes/subprogrammes financed by MESD budget (Law no. 61/2007), which will be financed within the action direction no. 2:

1. Pilot Programme on rehabilitation of red area Zlatna and Copşa Mică –

-
Subprogramme Zlatna (investment duration 2006 – 2009);

-
Rehabilitation of the sanitation system of Zlatna Town, Alba County.

-
Subprogramme Copşa Mică (investment duration 2006 – 2009);

2. Integrated waste management in Iaşi, Satu Mare and Sibiu:

2.1. Integrated waste management in Iaşi City – investment duration 2006 – 2010;

2.2. Regional urban waste management and ecologization of the waste dumps in Satu Mare County - investment duration 2006 – 2010;

2.3. Zonal urban waste management system Sibiu County (Local Council Copşa Mică) - investment duration 2006 – 2010

a.2. Dangerous Substances and Preparations

With respect to dangerous substances and preparations management, by the transfer of National Agency of Dangerous Substances and Preparations (NADSP) from the suborder of the Ministry of Economy in the suborder of the Ministry of Environment in 2006, the first measures of administrative frame restructuring and of strengthening the institutional capacity in this activity field were initiated. ANPC [National Authority for Consumers Protection] was liquidated as legal entity by Law no. 349/2007 on the reorganization of the institutional framework for chemical substances management matters, the personnel and the responsibilities being taken over by the Environmental Protection Agency and National Environmental Guard.

The interministerial working group for revising the legislative framework for chemical substances management matters was established, its activity is carried out parallelly with the revision of the entire chemical substances management system of the European Union.

A private sector (including SME) informative programme on the new European legislative package on the registration, evaluation and authorisation of the dangerous chemical substances (new REACH Regulation) was drawn up.

With respect to heavy metals management (mercury, cadmium and lead), the first inventories of the economic activities involving the use of these chemicals were registered, following that the legislative proposals and the national action plans for mercury, cadmium and lead to be parallelly developed with the strategies for heavy metals, which are drawn up at European Union.

During 2005 – 2006 the National Programme for eliminating the ozone damaging substances was implemented. The action plan of this programme identified a series 14 national projects of retechnologization and technical assistance.

It was established the inventory of the economic agents importing/exporting substances restricted on the European Union market, subject to the PIC procedure (Prior Informed Consent procedure).

With respect to the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management, a Study on the draw up of the National Plan for implementing SAICM was carried out. The National Chemical Profile will be dawn up during the next period.

1.
Objectives
b.1.1 General objectives - Waste management

1. Developing the integrated waste management systems;

2. Reducing the quantity of stored waste;

3. Increasing the quantity of recycled and capitalized waste;

4. Improving the waste management services;

5. Extending the waste management infrastructure;

6. Reducing the negative environmental impact caused by the waste generating process.

b1.2 Objectives for dangerous substances and preparations

1. Establishing the institutional framework for implementing REACH;

2. Control of the placing on the market the dangerous substances and preparations;

3. Informing the population on the risk presented by the dangerous substances.

b.2. Specific Objectives

b.2.1 Waste management

1. The Regional and County Plans of Waste Management will provide major benefits for each of the eight regions, as well as for each county. There are in accordance with the requirements of the National Plan for the disposal of urban waste and they will support each region to meet the requirements necessary to obtain the financial support granted to Romania by EU. It was taken into consideration when drawing up the plans the optimization of the investments and operational costs for waste management at county and regional level, on short, medium and long term. The main objectives are:

· prevention and elimination of the discomfort caused by inappropriate waste treatment and disposal, including the final division of the lands where waste was inappropriately treated,
· population health protection,
· reducing the pressure on the environment, according to the requirements on the conservation of the region flora and fauna,
· reducing the quantities of disposed waste, recycling and valorification, using less natural resources by:

· decreasing the packaging waste generated;
· increasing the packaging reuse ratio;
· increasing the packaging waste recycling ratio;
· other valorification forms for these types of waste in order to reduce the final disposal of such waste;

· improving the environmental performance of all economic operators involved in packaging and packaging waste management.
· encouraging the involvement of the private sector and developing a domestic market of waste recycling/valorification;

2. The implementing objectives for waste electric and electronic equipments are:

· prevention of waste electric and electronic equipments occurrence and the reuse, recycling and other valorification forms of these waste types in order to reduce to a great extent the quantity of disposed waste;
· improving the environmental performance of all operators involved in the life cycle of electric and electronic equipments (producers, distributors and consumers), and particularly of the economic agents directly involved in the treatment of waste electric and electronic equipments.

3. The economic operators are obliged for end of life vehicles, starting with 1 January 2007, taken into consideration the empty average mass, to ensure the following objectives are fulfilled:

· reuse and valorification of at least 75% of the average mass per vehicle and year, for vehicles manufactured before 1 January 1980;
· reuse and valorification of at least 85% of the average mass per vehicle and year, for vehicles manufactured after 1 January 1980;
· reuse and recycling of at least 70% of the average mass per vehicle and year, for vehicles manufactured before 1 January 1980;
· reuse and recycling of at least 80% of the average mass per vehicle and year, for vehicles manufactured after 1 January 1980;

4. The objectives for waste storage are:

· decrease of the waste quantity that must be stored (by avoiding its generation, and material and energetic recovery);
· decrease of the biodegradable waste that must be stored by introducing the separate collection and recovery of certain types of urban waste, composting and mechanical and biological stored urban waste treatment);
· providing the conditions for the storage of dangerous waste treated to be detoxificated, and ensuring the fulfilment of the acceptance criteria of waste on storage
· implementing the plans of waste management at county and regional level

5. Objectives for measuring the mud from the purification stations, used in agriculture:

· regulating the use of the mud of purification stations in agriculture so that to prevent the toxic effects on soils, vegetation, animals and humans, encouraging their appropriate use;
· establishing the limit values for heavy metals (cadmium, copper, nickel, lead, zinc, mercury) in muds and soils. The use of muds must be forbidden when the concentration of these metals in soil exceeds the limit values;
· encouraging the valorification of the mud of purification stations in agriculture under the conditions these are appropriately used, taking into consideration that their use must not damage the soil and agricultural production quality;
· limiting the quantity of heavy metals added to the cultivated soil, by establishing some maximum quantities of the mud used per year, or taking care for the limit values of the heavy metals concentration in the muds used not to exceed the limit values for heavy metals quantities that may be added to the soil based on a10 years average;
· establishing that it is obligatory for the muds to be treated before being used in agriculture. It may be authorized under certain conditions the use of non-treated muds, comprising no risk for human and animals health, if they are injected or buried into soil;
· the muds must be used under conditions guaranteeing the protection of soil, surface and underground water;
· the necessity to control the quality of the mud and soil over which are used and thus of their analysis.

b2.2 Specific Objectives - Dangerous Substances and Preparations

· Amending and updating the internal legislative framework in order to implement the Directive 121/2006 REACH and the Regulation no.1907/2006 (Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals);
· Establishing the “helpdesks“ for REACH implementation;
· Establishing the procedures collaboration with the European Chemicals Agency in Helsinki;
· Training the personnel on the dangerous substances risk assessment;
· Participating to the actions organized at Community level for REACH implementation;
· Correlating the REACH implementing actions with other actions on chemical matters such as SAICM (Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management);
· Amending and completing the internal legislative framework;
· Control of the import and export of the substances and preparations subject to PIC (Prior Informed Consent) procedure;
· Control of the observance of the restriction on trading and using dangerous substances and preparations;
· Control of the status of some special dangerous substances (heavy metals - mercury, cadmium etc, persistent organic pollutants (POPs), persistent, bioaccumulative, toxic substances – PBTs);
· Organizing a public information campaign on the dangerous substances risk.

Indicators

A. Commitments undertaken by Romania signing the Treaty of Accession to the European Union:

1. number of non-conform storage spaces that ceased their activity:

2004 - 2

2005 - 4

2006 - 11

- set forth in the Treaty of Accession:

2007 - 18

2008 - 26

2009 - 78

2. Dangerous waste non-conform heat-treatment installations, which ceased their activity in accordance with the stage closing schedule:

2004 - 52

2005 - 70

2006 - 114

- set forth in the Treaty of Accession

2007 – 52

2008 - 58

B. Goals set forth in the Treaty of Accession to the European Union signed by Romania:

3. packaging and packaging waste

recycling:
2004 - 2%

2005 - 18%

2006 - 25%

set forth in the Treaty of Accession:

2007 - 28%

2008 - 33%

2009 - 38%

valorification:
2004 - 5%

2005 - 22%

2006 - 32%

set forth in the Treaty of Accession

2007 - 34%

2008 - 40%

2009 - 45%

(for 2006 these are provisions from the Treaty of Accession, because the reporting of the 2006 objectives fulfilment is in September 2007)

2. Collection and valorification of the waste electric and electronic equipments (WEEE)

Annual WEEE selective collection average rate per inhabitant, WEEE from particular households:

-
by 31.12.2006 - 2kg/inhabitant;

-
by 31.12.2007 – 3kg/inhabitant.

-
by 31.12.2008 – 4 kg/inhabitant;

-
by 31.12.2009 – 4 kg/inhabitant.

Waste electric and electronic equipments (WEEE) valorification rate

a)
for WEEE included in categories 1 and 10 – Annex no. 1A of the GD no. 448/2005:

-
by 31.12.2006 – min. 40% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2007 – min. 60% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2008 – min. 80% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2009 – min. 80% of the average weight per apparatus

b)
for WEEE included in categories 3 and 4 – Annex no. 1A of the GD no. 448/2005:

-
by 31.12.2006 – min. 37.5% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2007 – min. 56% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2008 – min. 75% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2009 – min. 75% of the average weight per apparatus;

c)
for WEEE included in categories 2,5,6,7 and 9 – Annex no. 1A of the GD no. 448/2005:

-
by 31.12.2006 – min. 35% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2007 – min. 52.5% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2008 – min. 70.0% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2009 – min. 70.0% of the average weight per apparatus;

- Reuse and recycle rate:

a)
for WEEE included in categories 1 and 10 – Annex no. 1A of the GD no. 448/2005:

-
by 31.12.2006 - min. 37.5% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2007 – min. 56% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2008 – min. 75% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2009 – min. 75% of the average weight per apparatus;

b)
for WEEE included in categories 3 and 4 – Annex no. 1A of the GD no. 448/2005:

-
by 31.12.2006 – min. 32.5% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2007 – min. 48.75% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2008 – min. 65% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2009 – min. 65% of the average weight per apparatus;

c)
for WEEE included in categories 2,5,6,7 and 9 – Annex no. 1A of the GD no. 448/2005:

-
by 31.12.2006 – min. 25% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2007 – min. 37.5% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2008 – min. 50% of the average weight per apparatus;

-
by 31.12.2009 – min. 50% of the average weight per apparatus;

d)
for gas discharge lamps:

-
by 31.12.2006 – min. 40% of lamps weight;

-
by 31.12.2007 – min. 60% of lamps weight;

-
by 31.12.2008 – min. 80% of lamps weight;

-
by 31.12.2009 – min. 80% of lamps weight;

2.
Institutions subordinated, coordinated or under its authority and their role

National Environmental Protection Agency – Directorate of Waste and Dangerous Chemical Substances.

The role of this structure is:

-
to implement the national strategies and programmes on waste management;

-
to update and to  improve the data base of waste and waste flow, to validate the data collected and of the national reports on waste management, in accordance with the provisions of the Treaty of Accession to the European Union signed by Romania and implementation plans, in order to ensure the sustainable development;

-
to draw up the reports on waste management documentation (new technologies, clean technologies, studies and researches);

-
to control and to supervise based on notification the transboundary transports (import, export, transit) of non-dangerous waste;

-
to ensure the technical support in order to draw up the regulatory documents and sectoral policies.

3.
List of relevant regulatory documents

1)
Law no. 91 of 18 March 2003 ratifying the accession of Romania to the Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, adopted in Rotterdam on 10 September 1998

2)
GEO no. 200 of 9 November 2000 on the classification, labelling and packaging of dangerous chemical substances and preparations

3)
Law no. 360 of 2 September 2003 on the status of dangerous chemical substances and preparations

4)
Law no. 84 of 3 December 1993 ratifying the accession of Romania to the Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer, adopted in Vienna on 22 March 1985, and to the Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, adopted in Montreal on 16 September 1987, and accepting the Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, amended by the Second Meeting of the Parties, London, 27-29 June 1990

5)
Law no. 349 of 3 December 2007 on the reorganization of the institutional framework for chemical substances management

6)
Law no. 6/1998 ratifying the accession of Romania to Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal;

7)
GEO no. 78/2000 on the status of waste, approved as further amended and completed by Law no. 426/2001, as further amended and completed;

8)
GD no. 349/2005 on the waste storage, as further amended and completed;

9)
GD no. 1470/2004 approving the National Strategy for Waste Management and the National Plan for Waste Management;

10)
Order no. 1364/MEWM/ 2006/ 1499/MEI/2006 approving the regional plans for waste management;

11)
GD no. 2406/2004 on management of end of life vehicles, as amended and completed by GD no. 1313/2006;

12)
GD 856 /2002 on the evidence of waste management and for the approval of the list of wastes, including hazardous wastes;

13)
GD no. 128/2002 on waste incineration, as amended and completed by GD no. 268/2005;

14)
GD 448/2005 on waste electric and electronic equipments; regarding the packaging and waste packaging management;

15)
GD no. 621/2005 on packaging and waste packaging management, as amended and completed by GD 1872/2006;

16)
GD no. 235/2007 on the management of waste oils;

17)
GD no. 895/2006 on the implementation, on the date of the accession of Romania to the European Union, of the Council Regulation no. 259/93/EEC of 1 February 1993 on the supervision and control of shipments of waste within, into and out of the European Community;

18)
GD no. 173/2000 on the regulation of the special regime for the management and control of the polychlorinated biphenyls and other similar compounds, as further amended and completed.

4.
Existing documents of public policy

	No.
	Title of the public policy document

(Full title of the document)
	Adopted by the Government

(Date and number of the Government Decision)
	Initiator

(Name of the institution submitting to approval the document)
	Stage

(Still in force: YES/NO)
	Availability

(Available in electronic format: 
YES/NO)

	1.
	National Strategy for Waste Management and the National Plan for Waste Management
	GD no. 1470/2004
	MESD
	Yes
	Yes

	2.
	Regional plans on waste management;
	Joint Order no. 1364/MESD/ 2006/ 1499/MEI/2006
	MESD and MEI
	Yes
	Yes

	3.
	National Programme for elimination of ozone-depleting substances
	GD no. 58/2004
	MESD
	Yes
	Yes


5.
List of planned documents of public policy

-
County Plans on Waste Management (deadline - 2007, II semester);

-
Methodology on the draw up of the Regional Plans on Waste Management (deadline - 2007, II semester);

-
Methodology on the draw up of the County Plans on Waste Management (deadline - 2007, II semester).

ACTIVITY DIRECTION NO.3

Coordinating the activities concerning the water resources management, emergency water management and coordinating the meteorological activities

a. Current situation
Water Management

Romania has all types of freshwater resources (rivers, natural and artificial lakes, Danube River and underground water).

The volume of the usable water resources is of 1,830 cbm/inhabitant/year, as compared to the European average of 4,000 cbm/inhabitant/year. This fact is mainly due to resources contamination in the past, to which it the economic activities were added, without being taken into consideration the aspects of environmental protection.

With respect to waste water situation, the statistic analysis of the main waste water situation shows that the total disposed volume in 2005 was of 4034 mil. cbm/year, out of which about 65%, which is 2626 mil. cbm/year, are waste water which must be purified. Out of the total volume of waste water which must be purified, about 21 % were appropriately purified, while about 79% of the waste water reached into natural reservoirs, especially in rivers, without being purified out inappropriately purified. This fact is due first of all to the lack of facilities for purification or their insufficiency.

Out of the total of 1,310 purification stations and storage facilities(both urban and industrial) investigated in 2005, 492 stations, representing about 37.6 %, functioned properly, and the remaining stations (818), representing 63.4 %, did not functioned properly.

The critical situation of the purification stations is due to the oldness of the sewage systems and of the purification installations, the modification of the purification capacity, without it being adapted to structural parameters, the low managerial capacity and the precarious financial situation of the public facilities operators.

Out of the total of 2,609 population clusters larger than 2000 e.i. (equivalent inhabitants), 340 population clusters were identified as having purification stations.

With respect to the situation of the potable water supply public system, according to the Report drawn up in 2004 by the Institute of Public Health, Romania is among the countries with average level coverage in Europe. Only 65% of the population benefits of potable water from public system. This percent includes 98% of the urban population and 33% of the rural population, very low values as compared to those of the European Union, respectively 96% -100% population connected to public systems of water supply in the urban environment and 87% in the rural environment. 86% of the population of 256 urban localities (about 11,551,096 inhabitants) has access to potable water through public supply systems. The numbers shows that in 55 urban localities (21.5%) the population is connected up to about 100% to public systems of water supply. This situation is mainly due to the lack of long term investments to what concerns the water supply system. The potable water quantity supplied to the consumes in 2005 is of about 1,089 mil. cbm (by 46% lower than in 1995), out of which for household use 628 mil. cbm. In the last decade it was observed a decrease of the total quantity of water supplied through the system, due mainly to the metering and reduction of the industrial activities.

The potable water supply systems have a total length of 47,778 km, corresponding to 71% of the total length of the streets in the urban environment. The potable water supply systems continuously extended (in 2005 the water system length was by 24% bigger than in 2000).

The non-uniform distribution of the water resources on the country's territory, the insufficient regularization of the water streams flow, the significant pollution of some interior rivers are the main factors which determine important areas of the country not to have sufficient water supply sources during the entire year, moreover during the dry periods or during the low temperature winters.

Sewage system. At the end of 2005, the number of localities having public sewage system was of 693. The Sewage system has a total length of 18,381 km, out of which 16,397 km in the urban environment. Only 73% of the total length of the streets has sewage system in the urban environment.

Only 77% of the total flow disposed in the public sewage system is purified in the waste water purification stations existing in Romania; 47 urban localities (among which Bucharest, Craiova, Drobeta-Turnu-Severin, Brăila, Galaţi, and Tulcea) dispose the waste water in natural reservoirs without it being previously purified.

The population that benefits of the sewage service is of about 11.5 mil. inhabitants, out of which 10.3 mil. inhabitants in the urban environment (representing 90% of the urban population), respectively 1.15 mil. inhabitants in the rural environment (10% of the rural population).

Correlating the two town hydro-facilities – potable water supply and sewage system, the country's population may be classified in three large categories:

-
population benefiting of both services - 52%;

-
population benefiting only of water supply system, but not of sewage system - 16%;

-
population not benefiting of water supply system nor of sewage supply system - 32%.

The comparative study carried out in the EU Member States, based on the data provided by EUROSTAT, showed once again the critical situation of the water and waste water infrastructure in Romania, at the same time emphasizing the need of investments in this sector.

In Romania there are 1398 water treatment stations, out of which:

-
797 stations produce potable water for a population containing between 50 and 5000 inhabitants;

-
601 stations produce potable water for localities with a population larger than 5000 inhabitants.

The water pollution represents the biggest environmental problem in Romania. The pollution of the water resulted from households or agricultural and industrial sources has a negative impact on fishing, irrigation and potable water supply systems. The low water quality is mainly due to precarious monitoring of the industrial effluents and disposals, as well as the inappropriate waste water infrastructure. The waste water collection is still limited in Romania, but in the last years the pollution was reduced.

Coastal zone erosion: another potential risk for the environment is the erosion which affects the costal zone of Romania, extending along 240 km of the North-West of the Black Sea. In the last decades, the beach of the Black Sea was affected by serious erosion problems. Based on recent researches carried out by the National Institute for Marine Research and Development “Grigore Antipa”, the Northern part of the Romanian costal zone, which represents the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve, is the most affected (about 2400 ha of the beach surface were lost in the last 35 years). The Southern part is also in danger where the economic activity is intense, including the tourism. The costal erosion threats not only the tourism during summer time through the beach loss, but endangers the safety of the houses and public wealth.

Strengthening the transboundary and international partnership with similar institutions from other countries in order to monitor the implementing stage of the international understandings.

In this respect, annual regular sessions and meeting of the working groups and of the Joint Commission are organized within the agreements on water management signed by the neighbouring countries. Active participation took part within the Convention on Co-operation for the Protection and Sustainable Use of the River Danube and within the Convention on the Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution, as well as the establishment of Memoranda of Understanding with the European Union Member States and at international level, in order to cooperate in water matters and to promote some joint projects.

Hydrographic Basins Development

The water resources natural potential in Romania is of 137.8 milliards cbm/year, out of which the Danube has 87.8 milliards cbm/year, the interior rivers 40 milliards cbm/year and the underground water 10 milliards cbm/year. Reported to the current country's population, it results a natural specific resource of about 1840 cbm/inhabitant/year, taking into consideration only the interior rivers contribution (taking into consideration the peripheral position of the Danube), thus placing our country in the category of countries with low water resources, under the European average of 4700 cbm/inhabitant/year.

The theoretical resources may not be efficiently used, without carrying out some complex hydrographic basins development, because the interior rivers are not uniformly distributed in the territory, and the Danube is used in low proportion due to its peripheral position, at the Southern extremity of the territory. In this respect, in order to regularize the water streams flow, over 1650 important lakes with a useful volume of more than 8 milliards were made, and they have works related to complex use of water.

The basins having most accumulation lakes are: Prut with 312 accumulations, Argeş with 242 lakes and Siret with 131 lakes. The hydrographic basins having the most important useful volume in accumulation are: Siret will 1597 mil. cbm and Olt with 794 mil. cbm, and the hydrographic basin having the largest volume in order to protect against floods and to attenuate the flash flood is the hydrographic basin Prut with 960 mil. cbm.
More than 2050 km of channels and by-pass lines were made, and they ensures the by-pass of a total useful flow of 2640 cbm/s in order to meet the water requirement. As a conclusion, the (resources) natural average multiannual potential may be used only partially for the water requirement through some engineering infrastructures. This part, which is called usable technical resource, is represented by:

· resources from rivers naturally ensuring 5 milliards cbm/year and resources from accumulation lakes of about 8 milliards cbm/year;
· resource from the Danube estimated at 30 milliards cbm/year, which may be economically used at present;
·  underground resource of 5.5 milliards cbm/year.

It results that the resource that may be technically usable at present in Romania is of 48.5 milliards cbm/year, which represents a specific resource of 2235 cbm/inhabitant/year.

Implementing in Romania, in order to protect the environment and to prevent the water pollution, the directives that set forth a series of new principles and regulations required and still requires significant efforts with respect to legislation, organization, science, technical and financial field.

The main objectives of these directives and deadlines by when Romania has to comply with are as follows:

· ensuring an appropriate quality of the water intended for human consumption – by 31.12.2015;
· creating some centralized sewage and waste water purification systems for the population clusters larger than 2000 equivalent inhabitants – by 31.12.2018;
· reaching the good condition of the surface and underground water – by 31.12.2015.

These objectives are very ambitious because to what concerns the assurance of the population with water services (60.6% rate of connection to the sewage system), sewage system (48.7%) and purification (34.9%) systems, Romania is on one of the last places, as compared to the Central and Western Europe that acceded to the European Union, and the financial effort that have to be made in a short time are significant, respectively 19.1 milliards Euros.

The period between 25.04.2004, when Romania signed the Treaty of Accession to the European Union, and 31.12.2018, when it is to be completed the implementation of all European directives, will represent the period with the highest degree of development of the infrastructure for water supply, sewage and waste water purification systems, of the Romanian history. To this is also added the development of the infrastructure of flood management that has to be made in accordance with the provisions of the Directive on the assessment and management of flood risks to be approved by the European Parliament in 2007. This is not only a great challenge for the experts of the field, in order to fulfil these objectives, but also a significant financial effort that has to be done in 14 years, while the Western Europe states made these efforts in a much more longer period.

The European directives, especially the Water Framework Directive and the Directive on the assessment and management of flood risks, bring a series of new principles, concepts and regulations of which the most important is the water management on hydrographic basins.

EU enacted in 2000 this principle, according to which the hydrographic basin is the unit on which the water planning and management is based. Therefore Romania has a priority, taking into consideration that the water management on hydrographic basins is made since 1959.

Another new concept is "more space for the rivers”, which has at his basis the principles of the sustainable development, in accordance with the idea that "water is a heritage that must be protected, maintained and treated as such”.

The new concept of rivers development offers:

· new spaces for the attenuation of the flash flood, by making wetlands, retention areas with controlled flood, repositioning the dams etc;
· new spaces for nature in the floodable plains, which will become ecosystems favourable to the specific flora and fauna, and for leisure and tourism.

According to the provisions of Water Law no 107/1996, as further amended and completed, in order to establish the fundamental directions on water resources and water ecosystems sustainable, unitary, balanced and complex management, as well as on the protection of the wetlands there are drawn up the Master Plans for basins or groups of hydrographic basins, by 22 December 2009, the latest.
The Master Plans generally and harmoniously set the water quality and quantity objectives, following to ensure:

· a good condition of surface water or, for the artificial water bodies or significantly modified, a good ecological potential and a good chemical condition of the surface water;
· good chemical condition and a balance between the water drawn quantity and the water reloading for all the resources of underground water;
· optimal water supply of the utilities;
· reduction of the water negative effects due to floods, droughts and accidental pollution;

The Hydrographic Basin Master Development and Management Plan is the instrument of water planning on hydrographic basins, comprising two parts: Hydrographic Basin Development Plan (HBDP) and the Hydrographic Basin Management Plan (HBMP).

The Hydrographic Basin Development Plan is a structural component of the Hydrographic Basin Master Development and Management Plan. It has as purpose the support of the measures, actions, solutions and works for (MO – MEWM, 2006):

· creating and maintaining the balance between the utilities water requirement and water availability at sources;
· reducing the negative effects of the natural phenomena on human life, goods and activities (floods, humidity excess, drought, and soil erosion);
· using the water potential (production of hydromechanical and hydroelectrical energy, navigation, construction materials extraction, aquaculture, tourism, leisure, aesthetics etc);

The Development Plan is made at hydrographic basin level and contains the following main objectives and activities:

· inventorying the surface and underground water resources;
· establishing the current situation of water resources use on utilities;
· identifying the existing structural developments in order to ensure the water availability at sources and the main performance parameters;
· establishing the future social and economical and environmental requirements concerning the water resources;
· identifying the feasible options in order to create the balance between the water availability at sources and the water requirements at utilities;
· preliminarily assessing the potential flood risk on the hydrographic basin;
·  identifying the actions, measures, solutions and works necessary for:

-
reaching the accepted degree of protection of the human settings and material goods at floods;

-
reducing the droughts' effects, the desiccation tendencies, the humidity excess and soil erosion;

-
using the water potential;

-
meeting the environmental requirements on water resources (hydrological, hydraulic and ecological requirements);

· identifying the constraints, conflicts of interests and the solutions;
· analyzing impact and assessment the risks due to actions, measures, solutions and works proposed in the Hydrographic Basin Development Plan.

All actions, measures, solutions and works provided in the Development Plan must be so conveyed and carried out so that to fall under the new concept of development “more space for the rivers”.

Prevention and management of emergencies

In this field the Ministry carries out the following activities:

· Verifying and surveying the way the preventive measures were fulfilled at the level of localities (removal of the timber and waste from the water streams banks and beds, ensuring drainage sections in the area of bridges and footbridges, building and appropriately maintaining the pluvial water drainage ditches and ravines)
· Verifying the way the measures established following the verification of the technical and operational condition of the hydrotechnical constructions for the protection against floods, and having as deadline 2007, I trimester.
· Organizing the flood simulation drills at the level of each hydrographic basin (in other hydrographic subbasins than those where drills were organized in 2006) in order to verify the operation way of the hydrometeorological population warning information flow, as well as the feedback capacity of the works owners and local public authorities – including the Saturday and Sunday.
· Verifying the functionality of the dams works and ensuring them with functional generating sets.
· Continuing the public information campaign on the flood risks as well as on the measures that have to be taken in order to avoid the human life loss and to reduce the serious damages. Monitoring the operation way of the eco-centres set up within the project carried out in 2006.
· Verifying the way the measures established following the verification of the technical and operational condition of the hydrotechnical constructions for the protection against floods, and having as deadline 2007, I, III and IV trimesters.

b. Objectives
1. For the general objective Water Resources Management the following specific objectives were identified:

1.1. Implementing the European directives on water protection through:

· The improvement of the monitoring capacity of the water quality, particularly to what concerns the hazardous substances and priority hazardous substances;
· The improvement of the information system for water;
· The preparation of feasibility studies for the rehabilitation, modernization and creation of potable water supply systems, sewage and urban waste water purification systems;
· The implementation of the project for the control of the pollution in agriculture at national level;
· The draw up of the Hydrographic Basins Management Plan in accordance with the provisions of the Water Framework Directive.

1.2. Reducing the coastal erosion of the Black See Romanian beach

· The draw up and the approval of the GD draft on the implementation of the works programme for the protection and rehabilitation of the coastal zone;
· Preparing the Integrated Coastal Zone Management Strategy;
· Preparing the applications for financing the highly important beaches protection and rehabilitation projects;
· Implementing of Romanian beach edges protection projects.

1.3. Providing population protection by reducing the risk of floods, drought and dangerous meteorological phenomena:

· Modernizing the dangerous hydrometeorological phenomena forecasting system in order to timely alarm the population and water users, as well as the structures for ensuring the emergency intervention;
· Improving the information system for emergencies;
· Preparing the feasibility studies for executing the investments for reducing the floods negative effects;
· Monitoring the implementation of the works of repair and strengthening in order to reduce the flood risk;
· Monitoring the appropriate supply with intervention materials and equipments of the Rapid Intervention Centres of Water Management Systems;
· Preparing the flood management plans, according to the Directive on the assessment and management of flood risk;
· Updating and verifying the flood protection plans, public information dissemination by using a specialized website;
· Modernizing the alarm system for the dams downstream population managed by RWNA, by implementing WATMAN Project;
· Procurement of new funds for launching project for reducing the water emergencies impact;
· Collaborating with UN for the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction, for specific meteorological and hydrologic activities, as well as for the reduction of the climate change impact on the extreme hydrometeorological events;
· Collaborating with the World Meteorological Organization in order to ensure the weather monitoring (World Weather Watch);
· Collaborating with UNESCO for the International Hydrological Programme and for FRIEND Programme, through the participation and organization of workshops, conferences, the participation to working groups for floods and droughts;
· enacting action plans for reducing the hydrological drought effects and for meteorological and agrometeorological drought warning;
· verifying and improving the drought restriction plans, as the regions socially and economically develop and the hydrographic basins develop.
1.4 Transposing in the Romanian legislation and implementing the European directives in order to know and reduce the flood risk and to identify and to protect the critical water infrastructure for preventing the emergency situations effect:

· collaboration with the working group of EC  experts for implementing the Flood Directive
· development of the methodologies for unitarily implementing the provisions of the directive and for preparing the complying reports;
· identifying the critical water infrastructure and taking measures in order to protect it;
· identifying alternative solutions for supply the urban population with water, in case of excessive drought, accidental pollution or in the case of criminal attempts.

1.5 Collaborating with the working group of the EC experts in order to draw up the Directive on knowing and reducing the drought effects (Drought Directive)

· participation to the working group of the European Commission experts for droughts in order to complete the directive draft;
· improvement of the monitoring for knowing the meteorological, agrometeorological and hydrological drought.

2. For the general objective hydrographic basins development the following specific objectives were identified:

· Preparing the master development and management plans for hydrographic basins;
· Promoting water infrastructure works, based on modern principles, reducing the negative impact on environment;
· Coordinating and participating to the draw up of regulatory documents and technical regulations that should contribute to the improvement of the safety of all life stages of some hydrotechnical constructions (creation – design, execution, exploitation, after-use, and decommission);
· Ensuring the observance of the monthly programmes regarding the exploitation under safety conditions of the main accumulation lakes;
· Developing the material base of the CONSIB directorate and secretariat (National Commission for the Safety of Dams and Hydrotechnical Works ) by supplying it with appropriate equipments;
· Ensuring technical assistance for the promotion of some hydrotechnical works of infrastructure for water streams development;
· Ensuring technical assistance in case of crisis – floods, incidents-accidents at the hydrotechnical constructions etc;
· Coordinating the draw up and update of the information system specific to water management.

3. For the general objective „emergency situation management” the following specific objectives were identified:

3.1 Prevention of the emergency situations by:

· sending hydrometeorological warnings to the County Committees for Emergency Situations and to the press;
· directing the way of drawing up, verifying and approving the plans of protection against floods;
· directing the way of drawing up, verifying and approving the plans of water restriction and use during critical periods;
· organization and modernization of the decision-making information flow for warning the population;
· organizing actions in order to train the local administration and the protection hydrotechnical work owners;
· informing the population on the risk and measures that have to be taken in order to reduce the flood effects;
· verifying the technical and operational condition of the flood protection hydrotechnical constructions, regardless of the owner;
· promoting and implementing the projects for the prevention of emergency situations, procurement of EC funds for the regional development.

3.2 Management of the emergency situations by:

· drawing up measures programmes for the management of emergency situations;
· monitoring how are fulfilled the measures ordered by the Ministerial Committee for Emergency Situations;
· monitoring the evolution of the hydrometeorological phenomena and updating the warnings;
· monitoring the behaviour of flood protection hydrotechnical constructions during the occurrence of dangerous hydrometeorological phenomena;
· monitoring how applied the regulation of coordinated exploitation of all hydrographic basins development;
· drawing up the notifications to the Government, National Committee for Emergency Situations, General Inspectorate for. Emergency Situations and press, on the evolution of the phenomena, their effects and the measures taken for their draw up;
· analyzing and approving the proposals of the County Committees for Emergency Situations for the controlled flood of certain premises in order to reduce the flood risk of the downstream localities;

3.3 Restoration the hydrotechnical constructions affected by floods and improving the aspects of the excessive drought through:

· verifying on the field the constructions affected by the floods;
· works proposals and their classification for the restoration of the constructions affected by floods;
· analyzing the feasibility studies for the restoration of the hydrotechnical constructions and drawing up the endorsement proposals in CTE.

c. Institutions subordinated, coordinated or under its authority and their role

National Administration “Romanian Water" (ANAR)

-
institute coordinated by MESD;

-
it has in its structure the following: Directorates for Water, National Institute of Hydrology and Water Management and other units;

-
it implements the national strategy and policy for quantitative and qualitative water resources management;

-
it coordinates and it is responsible for how are used the surface and underground water resources on the entire territory of the country, and for the exploitation of the water management works and it collaborates with all owner of such works built on water or related to water.

INCDM Constanţa (National Institute for Marine Research and Development “Grigore Antipa”)

-
unit coordinated by MESD;

-
fundamental, applicative and technological research of knowing, protecting and managing the costal zone and the marine environment, in the exclusive economic area of Romania to the Black Sea.

NMA (National Meteorological Administration)

-
unit found under the authority of MESD;

-
the main activity object of the National Meteorological Administration is the meteorological and climatologic activity necessary to the social and economic development of Romania and its accession to the activities of international conventions and relations;

-
it has as mission to ensure on behalf of the Government the meteorological protection of the life and goods at the level of our country.

The administrative relations of MESD with these institutions within the action direction no. 6 may be summarized as follows:

National Meteorological Administration and its territorial units

Role: to draw up the meteorological forecasts and warnings

National Institute of Hydrology and Water Management

Role: to draw up the hydrological forecasts, warnings and alerts

National Administration “Romanian Water" and its territorial units

Role: to manage the emergency situations caused by flood, hydrological drought, accidents at the hydrotechnical constructions and accidental pollution

d. List of relevant regulatory documents

1.
Water Law no. 107 of 25 September 96, as further amended and completed;

2.
GEO no. 244 of 28 November 2000 on dams’ safety;

3.
GEO no. 21 of 15 April 2004 on the National System of Emergency Situations Management approved by Law no. 15/2005;

4.
GD no. 1489 of 9 September 2004 on the organization and functioning of the National Committee for Emergency Situations;

5.
GD no. 1491/2004 approving the Framework Regulation on the organization structure, the responsibilities, functioning and equipment of the operative committees and centres for emergency situations;

6.
GD no. 1492/2004 on the principles of organization, functioning and the responsibilities of the professional emergency services;

7.
GD no. 2288/2004 approving the distribution of the main support functions that are ensured by the other ministries, the other central bodies and non-governmental organization with respect to the prevention and management of the emergency situations;

8.
GD no. 642/2005 approving the Classification Criteria of the administrative- territorial units, public institutions and the economic operators, in terms of civil protection, depending on the specific risk types;

9.
GD no. 1208/2006 approving the Programme "Ecologic and Economic Redimensioning of Romanian Danube Plain", and its financing;

10.
GD no. 1525/2006 on the supplementation the budget of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forests and Rural Development, from the Fund of budget reserve put at the disposal of the Government, provided in the 2006 state budget, for premises for flood control;

11.
GEO no. 202/2002 on the Integrated Coastal Zone Management, approved as further amended and completed by Law no. 280/2003;

12.
Law no. 14/1995 ratifying the Convention on Co-operation for the Protection and Sustainable Use of the River Danube (Danube River Protection Convention) signed in Sofia on 29 June 1994;

13.
Law no. 30/1995 ratifying the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes, Helsinki, 17 March 1992;

14.
GD no. 351/2005 approving the Programme for the progressively elimination of the disposals, emissions and losses of priority hazardous substances;

15.
GD no.352/2005 amending and completing the GD 188/2002 approving some norms on the conditions of waste water disposal in the water environment;

16.
Law no. 458/2002 on the potable water quality, as further amended and completed;

17.
GD no. 662/2006 amending the GD no. 100/2002 approving the Quality Norms to be met by the surface water used as potable water, and the Norm regarding the methods of measurement and the frequency of sampling and analysis of the  samples of surface water intended to produce potable water;

18.
GD no. 188/2002 approving some norms regarding the conditions of waste water disposal in the water environment - Official Gazette no.187.20.03.2002 NTPA-011- Technical Norms regarding the collection, purification and disposal of urban waste water (Annex 1) NTPA-002/2002 - Norm regarding the conditions of disposal of waste water from the localities sewage systems and direct disposal into the purification stations NTPA-001/2002 regarding the pollutants loading limits of the industrial and urban waste water at the disposals in natural reservoir.

e. List of existing documents of public policy

	No.
	Title of the public policy document
	Adopted by the Government
	Initiator
	Stage  (in force YES/NO)
	Available in electronic format

	1
	Implementation Plan set forth by the Water Framework Directive
	The directive was transposed by Water Law no.107/1996, as further amended and completed
	MESD
	Yes
	Yes – MESD website

	2
	Implementation Plan for the Directive no.76/464/EEC and the “daughter directives” on to the pollution produced by certain dangerous substances dumped in the Community’s water environment, transposed by GD no. 351/2005
	GD 351/2005
	MESD
	Romania requested a transition period of 3 years, by 31 December 2009, for a part of the dangerous substances from the daughter directives in list I, in order to draw up programmes for the reduction of pollution
	Yes – MESD website

	3
	Implementation Plan for the Directive 91/676/EEC concerning the protection of water against pollution caused by nitrates from agricultural sources, transposed by GD 964/2000, as further amended and completed by GD no.1360/2005
	GD 964/2000, as further amended and completed by GD no.1360/2005
	MESD
	The implementation of the first action programmes will be completed by 2011
	Yes – MESD website

	4
	Implementation Plan for the Directive 91/271/EEC concerning urban waste-water treatment, amended by the Directive 98/15EC, transposed by GD 188/2002, as further amended and completed by GD no.352/2005
	GD 188/2002, as further amended and completed by GD no.352/2005
	MESD
	The Implementation Plan is applied. First assessment deadline is 2010.
	Yes – MESD website

	5
	Implementation Plan for the Directive 98/83/EC on the quality of water intended for human consumption, transposed by Law no.458/2002 on the quality of potable water, as further amended and completed
	Law no. 458/2002 on the potable water quality, as further amended and completed
	MESD
	Stage transition periods, by 31 December 2015, the latest
	Yes – MESD website

	6
	National Strategy for the Management of flood risk
	GD no. 1854 of 22 December 2005
	MESD
	Yes
	Yes

	7
	National Strategy for the Integrated Coastal Zone Management - draft
	ICZM Recommendation 2002/413/EC transposed by GEO no. 202/2002 on the Integrated Coastal Zone Management, approved as further amended and completed by Law no.280/2003
	MESD
	Stage of proposal; it is not in force
	Available as draft – MESD website

	8
	National Plan for training, feedback and cooperation in case of marine pollution by hydrocarbons
	GD 893/2006 amending the GD 1593/2002 approving the National Plan for training, feedback and cooperation in case of marine pollution by hydrocarbons
	MESD
	Yes
	Yes

	9
	Programme "Ecologic and Economic Redimensioning of Romanian Danube Plain", and its financing
	GD 1208/2006
	MESD
	Yes
	Yes


f. List of planned documents of public policy

1. National Strategy for Sustainable Water Management;

2. National Strategy for the Integrated Coastal Zone Management – draft available on the MESD website;

3. Strategy for Promoting the Infrastructure Works for Water Management, according to the European regulations.

4. Strategy for Protection against Marine Erosion Degradation and Environmental Rehabilitation of the Coastal Zone;

5. National Programme for the reduction of food risk.

8. DESCRIPTION OF THE CURRENT BUDGET PROGRAMMES OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
At present, the MESD budget is contains the following programmes:

1. Water Resources Management;

2. Environmental Protection, Conservation of Nature and Biological Diversity, of the Air Quality and Climate Change, Waste Management;

3. Management of the Meteorological Activity.

1. The first programme name Water Resources Management.

Within this programme it is intended the implementation of the sustainable strategy for the improvement of the water resources quality, the implementation an adequate system against floods, the improvement of the legislative framework of the methodologies, norms and regulations for water management, and for organizing a sustainable management in national and international context.

In order to obtain the expected results, the following types of indicators (supporting indicators) were taken into consideration:

Efficiency Indicators:

- length of I quality water streams (km);

- degree of EU legislation harmonization (%);

- degree of water requirement satisfaction (%).

Result Indicators:

- Localities and economic objectives protected against floods (no.);

- Surfaces protected against floods (thousand ha);

- Water stock ensured (milliards cbm);

- Regularization of water streams (km);

- Consolidation of banks, dams (km);

- Volume of accumulated water (million cbm);

- Checks, verifications and expert's reports on the compliance with specific regulations (no./year);

- Physical and chemical analysis for characterizing the transboundary water quality (no./year);

- Hydrological forecasts and anticipation (no./year);

2. The second programme in progress is named Environmental Protection, Conservation of Nature and Biological Diversity, of the Air Quality and Climate Change, Waste Management
The Programme intends to monitor the enforcement of the legislation and of the standards for environmental protection, to promote the norms for the improvement of the environment condition and of the life quality, as well as the integration in problems of subregional, regional and international cooperation for the environment and sustainable development.

The following supporting indicators were taken into consideration for a monitoring as accurate as possible:

Efficiency Indicators:

-
conservation and restoration of the nature by increasing the national protected surface and the population of endangered flora and fauna species (%);

-
degree of implementation of the harmonized legislation according to the Community biodiversity acquis (%);

-
decrease of the expenses related to the carry out of laboratory analysis (%).

Result Indicators:

- channels development (km);

- bank consolidation (km);

- control of the conservation and authorization of the nature’s biodiversity (no. of checks);

- perimeter lengths marked for protected areas (km);

- flora and faun species (no.);

- protected and restored surfaces (ha);

- improvement of the environmental factors quality (%);

- number of checks at the objectives with environmental impact (no.);

- degree of regulation of the economic agents (%);

- reduction of the pollutants emissions/kcal or kw (%).

Following the implementation of the strategy for monitoring the programme, it is intended the compliance with the European Union standards, in accordance with the commitments undertaken during the negotiation process for Chapter 22 “Environment”.

3. The third programme is name Management of the Meteorological Activity.
The Programme ensures: the issuing of forecasts and warnings in order to inform the population and the decision makers for the prevention and/or reduction of damages due to dangerous meteorological phenomena, the meteorological information of the air, fluvial and maritime navigation, as well as of the administration of roads and streets; the research of the atmospheric phenomena and climate change in order to better know the international data exchanges in accordance with the obligations undertaken within the World Meteorological Organization; administration of the National Meteorological Data Fund. The Law no. 139/2000 on the meteorological activity, as further amended and completed, establishes the legal framework for the meteorological activity and its financing.

The Programme started this year, upon the recommendation of the MEF and of the external advisers. The following supporting indicators were taken into consideration:

Efficiency Indicators:

- degree of draw up of the meteorological forecasts per 24h (%);

- degree of draw up of the meteorological warnings per 24h;

- average expense per observation measurement (RON/piece);

- average expense per forecast/warning (RON/piece);

Result Indicators:

- number meteorological forecasts;

- number of meteorological observations and measurements from national network;

- synthesis, researches and climatologic survey;

- number of observation and measurements of background pollution;

- messages sent/received in the world meteorological communications system.

Following the implementation of this programme, it is intended to inform the population as accurate as possible on the weather condition, and to be ensured by the decision-makers the prevention and reduction of the damages due to dangerous meteorological phenomena.

Managing Authority for the Sectoral Operational Programme

The Managing Authority for the Sectoral Operational Programme is the General Directorate for Structural Instruments Management. This has as activity object the coordination and management of the environment programmes financed by:

-
European Union pre-accession funds (PHARE and ISPA);

-
European Union post-accession funds (European Regional Development Fund, Cohesion Fund);

-
LIFE-Environment;

-
projects financed through bilateral assistance;

-
projects financed by the Global Environmental Facility (GEF).

Directorate General for Structural Instruments Management (DGSIM) is responsible for the management of the entire activity of structural instruments management for environment infrastructure, it fulfils responsibilities that are specific to the MESD as Managing Authority (MA) for the Sectoral Operational Programme for Environment (SOP Environment) and coordinates the activity of the Intermediate Bodies (IB), designated in accordance with the Regulation of the European Commission, which regulates the management of the Structural Funds and Cohesion Funds for environment infrastructure. DGSIM is responsible for the draw up and implementation of the projects of the Sectoral Operational Programme for Environment.

· PHARE Programme

Phare Programme has several components:

· PHARE ESC (economic and social cohesion),
· PHARE National,
· PHARE CBC (cross border cooperation).

The projects, most of them, aim to strengthen the institutional capacity of the environment authorities in order to implement the requirements of the Environment acquis. This is made through the projects of twinning , Technical Assistance and procurement of equipment for analysis and monitoring.

For 2007, the European financing from this programme is aimed to:

· Phare National 2004 - 19 projects (9 projects of twinning, Technical Assistance and procurement of equipment) in amount of 26.93 millions Euros. All proposed projects were contracted.
· Phare ESC 2004 investments for small waste management projects achieved a larger absorption of funds than initially forecasted.
· Thus, the investment scheme for waste had initially allocated the amount of 16.4 millions Euros from Phare funds to which is added a co-financing of 5.5 millions Euros. The Community funds appreciated the projects submitted within this scheme, so that all the projects were approved, including those from the reserve list, the current number is of 76 projects, and the value of Phare is of about 37.3 millions Euros, the co-financing reaching 12.4 millions Euros. All Phare 2004 projects were contracted.
· The Phare National 2005 – 23.78 millions Euros, will support the implementation of project for IPPC, waste management, water quality, flood prevention, GIS.
· Phare ESC 2005 - 3 grants schemes that will be implemented in all the 8 regions of the country, as follows:

1. A grants scheme for investments implemented at national level, for environmental protection, of which may benefit only the local public authorities The amount allocated for each region is of 3,334 millions Euros (2.50 millions Euros Phare and 0.834 millions Euros national budget co-financing).

2. A grants scheme for investments at national level for waste management, of which may benefit only the private sector representatives (SMEs). The amount allocated for each region is of 1;0837 millions Euros (0.8125 millions Euros Phare and 0.2712 millions Euros national budget co-financing).

3. A grants scheme for preparing projects, which will addressed to public sector/local public authorities in the eight regions of the countries and it will aim all environmental sectors. The amount allocated for each region is of 0.40 millions Euros (0.30 millions Euros Phare and 0.10 millions Euros national budget co-financing).

The project proposals submitted to approval, in each region, one of the two sectors being priority for that region, the regions having the possibility to choose among the waste management, water and waste water management, nature/biodiversity protection.

· Phare national 2006 – 26.97 millions Euro, will support the implementation of the projects of twinning, Technical Assistance and investments for: air quality, environmental radioactivity, climate change, waste management, contaminated sites, water quality, nature protection, environmental noise, genetically modified organisms. For 10 twinning projects, the contracts are prepared, and for other 16 projects of Technical Assistance and procurement of equipment, the award documentation is to be completed.
· Phare ESC 2006. Within Phare ESC 2006 it will be implemented a grants scheme for investments for environmental protection, of which may benefit only the local public authorities. The amount allocated for each region is of 4.575 millions Euros (3.4312 millions Euros Phare and 1.1438 millions Euros national budget co-financing).
· The Programme "Transaction Facility” – 5.01 millions Euros, will finance the projects for: nature protection, IPPC and SEVESO, water quality, climate change.
· ISPA Programme. To what concerns the ISPA Programme, it was succeeded the procurement of funds in advance. The total value of the projects approved is of 1,451,613,251.34 Euros, out of which 1,045,310,228 Euros represents the ISPA grant, and 406,303,023.34 national co-financing.

The situation of the ISPA Environment Projects, which are implemented, may be summarised as follows:

	Number of ISPA Projects
	Eligible Total Value (Million Euros)*
	Contracted (Million Euros)
	Paid (Million Euros)

	Water/waste water
	29
	1254,77
	533,52
	171,21

	Waste
	7
	146,58
	38,61
	16,84

	Technical assistances
	6
	50,26
	22,37
	8,43

	Total
	42
	1451,61
	594,50
	196,48


* according to the Financing Memoranda

In addition, also with ISPA support, it was initiated the preparation of the projects portfolio for Structural and Cohesion Funds for 2007 – 2013. This portfolio contains 40 projects, developed under ISPA Programme, and which aim the rehabilitation, extension or modernization water systems (25) and the integrated waste management system (15).

Therefore, 15 financing application for major projects are now prepared with the support of ISPA Technical Assistance Projects:

-
for water sector, 10 financing application from Cohesion Fund, in these counties: Olt, Gorj, Călăraşi, Teleorman, Giurgiu, Tulcea, Braşov, Cluj (Turda), Sălaj, Sibiu;

-
for waste sector, 5 financing application from Cohesion Fund, in these counties: Giurgiu, Bistriţa-Năsăud, Vrancea, Maramureş, Harghita - Covasna.

It is estimated that the applications for these projects will be progressively completed in 2007.

A second ISPA Project is in the call for tender procedure in order to select the advisers who will make the 25 financing applications , as follows:

-
15 financing applications for water sector projects, in these counties: Alba, Vâlcea, Hunedoara, Braşov, Satu-Mare, Timiş, Neamţ, Buzău, Prahova, Bacău, Iaşi, Mureş, Dâmboviţa, Covasna, Harghita;

-
10 financing applications for waste sector projects, in these counties: Botoşani, Călăraşi, Olt, Suceava, Vaslui, Alba, Cluj, Sălaj, Caraş-Severin, Hunedoara.

It is estimated that the applications will be progressively completed in 2008.

Indicative List of the Major Projects for SOP Environment

Priority Axis 1 “Extension and modernization of the waster / waste water systems”, Cohesion Fund financing
	No
	Project localization
	Title
	Stage

	1
	Teleorman
	Modernization of the waster/ waste water infrastructure in the main population clusters in Teleorman County
	Preparing the project - financed by ISPA “Technical Assistance for the Preparation of Water / Waste Water Sector Projects” (ISPA 2002/RO/16/P/PA/013 – 04)

	2
	Giurgiu
	Modernization of the waster/ waste water infrastructure in the main population clusters in Giurgiu County
	

	3
	Călăraşi
	Modernization of the waster/ waste water infrastructure in the main population clusters in Călăraşi County
	

	4
	Tulcea
	Modernization of the waster/ waste water infrastructure in the main population clusters in Tulcea County
	

	5
	Codlea, Rupea, Zărneşti Area, Braşov County*
	Modernization of the waster/ waste water infrastructure in the main population clusters in Codlea, Rupea, Zărneşti Area, Braşov County
	

	6
	(Turda, Câmpia Turzii) Braşov County
	Modernization of the waster/ waste water infrastructure in Turda – Câmpia Turzii Area, Cluj County
	Preparing the project, financed by ISPA “Technical Assistance for the Preparation of Water / Waste Water Sector Projects” (ISPA 2002/RO/16/P/PA/013 – 05)

	7
	Mediaş, Agnita, Dumbrăveni, Copşa Mică Area

Sibiu County
	Modernization of the waster/ waste water infrastructure in the main population clusters in Mediaş, Agnita, Dumbrăveni, Copşa Mică Area, Sibiu County
	

	8
	Gorj
	Modernization of the waster/ waste water infrastructure in the main population clusters in Gorj County
	

	9
	Cluj-Sălaj
	Modernization of the waster/ waste water infrastructure in the main population clusters in Cluj – Sălaj Counties
	

	10
	Olt
	Modernization of the waster/ waste water infrastructure in the main population clusters in Olt County
	

	11
	Covasna*
	Extension and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Covasna County
	Preparing the projects, financed by ISPA Technical Assistance for the Preparation of Environment Sector Projects (AT ISPA2005/RO/16/P/PA /001)*

	12
	Harghita*
	Extension and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Harghita County
	

	13
	Dâmboviţa
	Extension and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Dâmboviţa County
	

	14
	Iaşi
	Extension and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Iaşi County
	

	15
	Timiş
	Extension and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Timiş County
	

	16
	Alba
	Extension and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Alba County
	

	17
	Prahova
	Extension and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Prahova County
	

	18
	Mureş
	Extension and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Mureş County
	

	19
	Satu Mare
	Extension and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Satu Mare County
	

	20
	Neamţ
	Extension and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Neamţ County
	

	21
	Vâlcea
	Extension and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Vâlcea County
	

	22
	Buzău
	Extension and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Buzău County
	

	23
	Bacău
	Extension and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Bacău County
	

	24
	Jiu Valley, Hunedoara County
	Extension and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Jiu Valley, Hunedoara County
	

	25
	Victoria Area, Făgăraş, Braşov County
	Extension and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Victoria Area, Făgăraş, Braşov County
	

	26
	Arad
	Rehabilitation and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Arad County
	Preparation of the projects financed by external credits*

	27
	Bistriţa-

Năsăud
	Rehabilitation and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Bistriţa-Năsăud County
	

	28
	Dolj
	Rehabilitation and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Dolj County
	

	29
	Region I, Galaţi County
	Rehabilitation and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Region I, Galaţi County
	

	30
	Ialomiţa
	Rehabilitation and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Ialomiţa County
	

	31
	Ilfov
	Rehabilitation and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Ilfov County
	

	32
	Region I, Mehedinţi County
	Rehabilitation and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Region I, Mehedinţi County
	

	33
	Vrancea
	Rehabilitation and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Vrancea County
	

	34
	Constanţa
	Rehabilitation and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Constanţa County
	

	35
	Brăila
	Rehabilitation and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Brăila County
	

	36
	Sibiu
	Rehabilitation and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Sibiu County
	

	37
	Bihor
	Rehabilitation and modernization of the water supply system and sewage system in Bihor County
	

	38
	Maramureş
	Modernization of the water and waste water infrastructure in Maramureş County
	Other projects will be prepared through ISPA (investment projects) in these counties*

	39
	 Galaţi County
	Modernization of the water and waste water infrastructure in Region II, Galaţi County
	

	40
	 Mehedinţi County
	Modernization of the water and waste water infrastructure in Region II, Mehedinţi County
	

	41
	Hunedoara
	Modernization of the water and waste water infrastructure in Hunedoara County
	

	42
	Bistriţa
	Modernization of the water and waste water infrastructure in Bistriţa County
	

	43
	Suceava
	Modernization of the water and waste water infrastructure in Suceava County
	

	44
	Caraş-Severin
	Modernization of the water and waste water infrastructure in Caraş-Severin County
	


Note: For the projects marked by "*”, there is the possibility to prepare several applications for funds. This decision will be taken individually, for each project, depending on the technical, financial and institutional assessment of the project conditions (relief, infrastructure, beneficiary institutions etc)

Priority Axis 2 “Development of the Integrated Waste Management Systems and Rehabilitation of Contaminated Sites”, financed by European Regional Development Fund

	No
	Project localization
	Title
	Stage

	1
	Giurgiu
	Integrated Solid Waste Management System in Giurgiu County
	Preparing the projects - financed by ISPA “Technical Assistance for the Preparation of Waste Sector Projects” (ISPA 2002/RO/16/P/PA/013 – 06)

	2
	Maramureş
	Integrated Solid Waste Management System in Maramureş County
	

	3
	Bistriţa-Năsăud
	Integrated Solid Waste Management System in Bistriţa-Năsăud County
	

	4
	Vrancea
	Integrated Solid Waste Management System in Vrancea County
	

	5
	Harghita and Covasna
	Integrated Solid Waste Management System in Harghita and Covasna Counties
	

	6
	Alba
	Integrated Solid Waste Management System in Alba County
	Preparing the projects – financed by ISPA Technical Assistance for the Preparation of Environment Sector Projects (AT ISPA 2 2005/RO/16/P/PA/001)

	7
	Botoşani
	Integrated Solid Waste Management System in Botoşani County
	

	8
	Călăraşi
	Integrated Solid Waste Management System in Călăraşi County
	

	9
	Cluj
	Integrated Solid Waste Management System in Cluj County
	

	10
	Olt *
	Integrated Solid Waste Management System in Olt County
	

	11
	Sălaj
	Integrated Solid Waste Management System in Sălaj County
	

	12
	Suceava
	Integrated Solid Waste Management System in Suceava County
	

	13
	Vaslui
	Integrated Solid Waste Management System in Vaslui County
	

	14
	Caraş-Severin
	Integrated Solid Waste Management System in Caraş-Severin County
	

	15
	Jiu Valley, Hunedoara County
	Integrated Solid Waste Management System in Jiu Valley, Hunedoara County
	


Note: For the projects marked by "*”, there is the possibility to prepare several applications for funds. This decision will be taken individually, for each project, depending on the technical, financial and institutional assessment of the project conditions (relief, infrastructure, beneficiary institutions etc)

MESD prepares at present a regulatory document in order to speed the process of absorption of European funds allocated through Sectoral Operational Programme for Environment. The purpose of this legislative act is to create a financial flexible financial mechanism that should ensure the liquidities necessary to the beneficiary public authorities for the implementation of SOP Environment projects.

Preparation of the projects from PHARE funds

Through PHARE ESC 2005 Project "Technical Assistance for the Preparation of the Projects Portfolio” (5.5 Millions Euros) there will be prepared minimum five projects for waste management, three for urban heating systems and five for biodiversity matters. The estimate value of the investments is of about 200 millions Euros. It is estimated that the projects will be completed at the half of 2008.

Through PHARE 2005 Project "Contribution to the Draw Up of the Strategy for Protection at Floods” (2.0 millions Euros) three Cohesions Fund financing applications will be prepared.

Through PHARE 2006 Project “Technical Assistance for the Preparation of a Strategy and an Action Plan for the Rehabilitation of Historically Contaminated Sites” (1.0 Millions Euros) three European Regional Development Fund financing applications will be prepared.

Through PHARE ESC 2006 Project “Technical Assistance for the Preparation of the Projects Portfolio” (12.67 Millions Euros) there will be prepared applications for: nature protection, waste management, urban heating, protection at floods.

The Sectoral Operational Programme for Environment (SOP Environment) was adopted by the European Commission Decision no. 3467/11.07.2007. There were also drawn up the first versions of the Complement Programme, Communication Plan, Guidebook on the Preparation and Assessment of the Projects financed by SOP Environment and the Guidebook for the Implementation of the Projects. The SOP Environment and the Guidebooks are published on the MESD website.

The Applicant Guidebooks will be completed during the next period (they are drawn up for each priority axis). These Guidebooks and the Complement Programme will be updated after of the SOP Environment is approved by the European Commission.

The procedures for the implementation of the projects financed by SOP Environment were audited by the Internal Audit Service. The practical testing was already organized for a part of the procedures (simulations organized by the Managing Authority for Intermediate Bodies).

The total budget of SOP Environment is estimated at 5.6 milliards Euros, out of which 4.5 milliards Euros represent the non-repayable finance of the European Union and more than 1.1 milliards Euros represent the national contribution. These amounts are informative one, modification may occur as a result of the negotiations with the European Commission.

External Credits Management

The External Credits Management refers to the coordination of the projects involving the MESD, financed from external loans contracted or granted by the state, returnable, as well as of other similar credits or loans, the elaboration of external financing policies, in collaboration with the specialty directorate of the Ministry, the monitoring, agreement, sealing and how are applied the provisions of the Repayable External Loans Agreements from the international financial institutions.

Preparation of the external credits projects.

Another 12 financing application for major projects in waster sector, of an estimated investment total value amounting to 1 milliard Euro, will be prepared through a Technical Assistance financed by the World Bank for these counties: Vrancea, Galaţi, Brăila, Constanţa, Ialomiţa, Ilfov, Bistriţa Năsăud, Arad, Sibiu, Mehedinţi, Dolj, Bihor.

Multiannual Priority Investment Programmes for Environmental Protection and Water Management financed from the state budget

In the last year there was set up the legislative framework for the financial support of the authorities, central public and local administration in order to establish investment projects contained in multiannual priority programmes for environmental protection and water management.

The purpose of these priority programmes is the improvement of the environment infrastructure in order to fulfil the commitments undertaken by Romania during the negotiations of accession to the European Union for Chapter 22 "Environmental Protection".

b. Objectives

POST- ACCESSION PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS

The general objective of MESD for post- accession programmes and projects (Structural Instruments) is the  Investment Management for environment infrastructure, consisting in programming and implementing the projects for:

2. the improvement of the quality and access to the water and waste water infrastructure, by ensuring the water supply and sewage services in most of the urban area by 2015

3. the development of the sustainable waste management systems by improving the waste management and reducing the historically contaminated sites in minimum 30 counties by 2015

4. the cut of the negative environmental impact caused by the urban heating system in the most polluted localities by 2015.

5. the protection and improvement of the biodiversity and natural heritage by supporting the protected areas management, including the implementation of the Natura 2000 network.

6. the cut of the occurrence risk of natural disasters with effect on the population, by implementing the preventive measure in the most vulnerable areas by 2015.

7. the support for the management and assessment if SOP; support through SOP Environment information and advertising.

PRE-ACCESSION PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS

Specific Objectives - ISPA Programme
1. Monitoring of the fulfilment of the environment conditions for the projects regarding the environment infrastructure (potable water/waste water and waste management);

2. On the spot checks of the environment projects in order to approve the payment requests.

Objectives - PHARE Programme

1. contracting all projects related to PHARE 2005 Programme and PHARE ESC 2005;

2. contracting all projects related to PHARE 2006 Programme and PHARE ESC 2006;

3. completing the implementation of the projects related to PHARE 2004 , PHARE 2005 and PHARE 2006 Programmes (national, ESC, CBC and Multi-country), by achieving all results planned;

4. approving the "Transaction Facility" Sheet and contracting the related projects.

Monitoring Indicators for the Environmental Protection Investments financed through Structural Instruments

Structural Funds and Cohesion Fund

-
value of the projects prepared and sent to the European Commission;

-
value of the projects approved by the European Commission;

-
value of the projects for which Finance Contracts were signed;

-
value of the expenses repaid to the beneficiaries;

-
value of the expenses for the Technical Assistance projects (training, SOP Environment advertising etc).

Monitoring Indicators for the Environmental Protection Investments financed through pre-accession funds

ISPA:

-
no. of reports on the environmental conditionalities approved by MESD;

-
no. of missions checked on the spot for ISPA projects;

PHARE

-
no. of contracts signed, related to PHARE 2005 Programme (national and ESC);

-
no. of contracts signed, related to PHARE 2006 Programme (national and ESC);

-
no. of projects completed on time PHARE 2004, PHARE 2005, PHARE 2006 (National, ESC, CBC, Multi-country) and "Transaction Facility”.

MULTIANNUAL PRIORITY ENVIRONMENT AND WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAMMES, 

Specific Objectives:

1. closing and ecologization of the areas affected by the mining activity - mud-setting ponds and mining waste dumps;

2. pilot programme for the rehabilitation of the areas very polluted, Zlatna and Copşa Mică;

3. rehabilitation and extension of the water and waste water infrastructure;

4. integrated waste management system;

5. integrated environmental information system;

6. increasing the dams’ safety degree;

7. completing the works for ensuring the waster sources and for protection against floods;

8. new works for protection against floods;

9. rehabilitation works for the costal area;

10. sustainable development of the «Danube Delta» Biosphere Reserve;

11. implementing and elaborating investments projects in order to meet the standards necessary for the authorization of the zoological gardens;

12. implementing and elaborating investments projects in order to reduce the effects produced by the climate change;

13. rehabilitation of the historically contaminated sites;

14. management, rehabilitation and infrastructure extension plans in the national parks, natural parks and protected natural areas.

These objectives represents the investments programmes, which may be financed through internal credits, external credits, structural instruments, from state budget and local budgets, budget of the administrative-territorial units or of the programme beneficiary central authorities.

The co-financing of the investment projects included in the multiannual priority environment and water management programmes ensures from the state budget, in the limit of the amounts approved every year for this purpose in the budget of the central public authorities involved.

The amounts necessary to fulfil these objectives (investment programmes), which beneficiaries are the authorities of the local public administration, are allocated through transfers from the budget of the central public environmental protection authorities to the local budgets. With these amounts may be financed the following:

a)
the elaboration and update of the feasibility studies, of the technical projects, as well as of the speciality studies for investments projects financed through these multiannual programmes;

b)
fulfilment of investment projects.

The amount of the financing from the state budget, for investment projects and administrative- territorial units, is approved by Government Decision, upon the proposal of the central public environmental protection authorities, based on the projects presented by the authorities of the local public administration.

The multiannual programmes are implemented starting with 2006 during a 7 years period, being possible to extend this period.

c. Institutions subordinated, coordinated or under its authority and their role

Subordinated institutions: SOP Environment Intermediate Bodies, having the role to implement the SOP Environment. The Managing Authority delegates the Intermediate Body, by Delegation Agreement, the following functions specific to the management of the projects related to the Sectoral Operational Programme for Environment:

SOP Environment Information and Advertising. The Intermediate Bodies are responsible to ensure the access of the potential beneficiaries/of the beneficiaries to the national and European legislation for Community Funds Management and to the information on projects assessment and selection criteria; the promotion of SOP Environment; the elaboration and update of a database for the publishing of the successful projects and the dissemination of the best practices; the supply of information on the progress registered in fulfilling the SOP Environment objectives at regional level to the public;

Preparation of the projects portfolio. Projects Assessment and Selection. Monitoring and Assessment of the Sectoral Operational Programme for Environment.

Monitoring and reporting at project level - monitoring the preparation of the projects at regional level; the collection and verification of the monthly monitoring sheets; the monitoring of the actual and financial stage of projects' implementations; the verification of the stage of fulfilment of the environmental conditionalities and of the other conditions established through the Finance Contract; the institutional monitoring of the beneficiaries.

Call for tenders – contracting. Verification of the technical specifications form the award documentation in respect with the project objectives concordance.

Ensuring the use of the security system of data regarding the management of the structural instruments at regional level (SIMS).

Financial verification of the monthly Repayment Requests and of the Beneficiary accounting systems.

Technical and Procedural Verifications. Verification of the ale repayment requests files sent by the Beneficiary, as it follows:

· administrative verifications, technical and procedural verifications, including the verifications of the payment statements;
· on the spot verifications, technical verification of the actual stage and of the quality of executed works, including the verification of the payment statement supporting documents.

d. List of relevant regulatory documents

1. GD no. 497/2004 on the establishment of the institutional framework for coordination, implementation and management of structural instruments, as further amended and completed;

2. Council Regulation (EC) No. 1083/2006 laying down general provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund;

3. Council Regulation (EC) No. 1828/2006 setting out rules for the implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No. 1083/2006 of 11 July 2006;

4. Council Regulation (EC) No. 1084/2006 establishing a Cohesion Fund;

5. Council Regulation (EC) No. 1080/2006 2006 on the European Regional Development Fund;

6. GEO no. 40/2006 for the approval and financing of the multiannual priority environment and water management programmes, approved as further amended and completed by Law no. 61/2007, as further amended and completed;

7. GD no. 1267/2006 on some measures for the fulfilment of the multiannual priority environment and water management programmes containing objectives of investments in the environment infrastructure of the administrative-territorial units, which will be executed during 2006-2009;

8. GD no. 571/2006 for the approval of the technical and economical indicators of the investment objectives included in "Project no. 2 - Pilot Programme for the rehabilitation of the red areas Zlatna and Copşa Mică" within the Memorandum approved by the Government Meeting of 12 January 2006 for the approval of certain loans of up to 1,441,000,000 Euros during 2006-2009, for the financing of the priority environment and water management investments;

9. Decision no. 537/2006 for the approval of the technical and economical indicators of the investment objectives included in "Project no. 4 - Integrated Waste Management System in Iaşi, Satu Mare and Sibiu" within the Memorandum approved by the Government Meeting of 12 January 2006 for the approval of certain loans of up to 1,441,000,000 Euros during 2006- 2009 for the financing of the priority environment and water management investments;

10. Decision no. 536/2006 for the approval of the technical and economical indicators of the investment objectives included in "Project no. 3 - Modernization of the water and waste water infrastructure in the Criş Basins, in Vaslui County, and in Ploieşti City" within the Memorandum approved by the Government Meeting of 12 January 2006 for the approval of certain loans of up to 1,441,000,000 Euros during 2006-2009, for the financing of the priority environment and water management investments;

11. GD no. 12/2003 on the guaranteeing by the Ministry of Public Finance of an external credit for the Ministry of Water and Environmental Protection, necessary for the establishment of the Hydrological Information-Decision System (DESWAT);

12. GD no. 443/2004 for the approval of the technical and economical indicators of certain investments included in the Project “Prevention of the natural catastrophes caused by floods and air pollution”, financed through an external credit granted by the Council of Europe Development Bank and co-financed by the state budget;

13. Law no. 68/2004 ratifying the Framework Agreement for Loan between Romania and Council of Europe Development Bank, for the financing of the Project for the prevention of the natural catastrophes caused by floods and air pollution, signed in Bucharest on 16 July 2003 and in Paris on 25 August 2003;

14. GD no. 442/2004 for the approval of the technical and economical indicators of certain investments included in the Project "Mitigation of the risks of natural calamities occurrence and preparation for emergency situations" - Component C - "Mitigation of the risks of floods and landslides", financed through an external credit granted by the World Bank and co-financed by the state budget;

15. Law no. 389/2004 ratifying the Agreement for Loan between Romania and the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development on the financing of the Project for the mitigation of the risks of natural calamities occurrence and preparation for emergency situations, and the Agreement for non-repayable financial assistance between Romania and the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, acting as Implementing Agency of the Global Environment Facility, on the financing of the Project for the mitigation of the risks of natural calamities occurrence and preparation for emergency situations, signed in Bucharest on 26 May 2004;

16. GD no. 928/2005 for the approval of the Framework Agreement for Loan between Romania and Council of Europe Development Bank, for the financing of the Project for the reconstruction and consolidation of the hydrotechnical works destroyed by the April-May 2005 flood in Timiş County and Caraş-Severin County, signed in Bucharest on 26 July 2005, and in Paris on 1 August 2005;

17. GD no. 929/2005 for the approval of the technical and economical indicators of the investment objectives included in the Project "Reconstruction and consolidation of the hydrotechnical works destroyed by the April-May 2005 flood in Timiş County and Caraş-Severin County", financed through an external credit granted by the Council of Europe Development Bank and co-financed by the state budget;

18. GD no. 225/2006 for the approval of the Amendment agreed between the Government of Romania and the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, through the letter signed in Zagreb on 2 November 2005 and, respectively, in Bucharest on 22 November 2005, to the Agreement for Loan between Romania and the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development on the financing of the Project for the mitigation of the risks of natural calamities occurrence and preparation for emergency situations, signed in Bucharest on 26 May 2004;

19. GD no. 1247/2006 for the approval of the technical and economical indicators of the investment objectives included in the Project "Protection against floods in the South-West region of Romania";

20. GD no. 1248/2006 for the approval of the technical and economical indicators of the investment objectives proposed to be financed in the continuation of the Project F/P 1529/2005 "Reconstruction works in Banat Region";

21. GD no. 107/2007 for the approval of the Amendment agreed through exchange of letters signed in Bucharest on 28 June 2006, and in Paris on 12 September 2006, between the Government of Romania and the Council of Europe Development Bank, to the Framework Agreement for Loan between Romania and Council of Europe Development Bank, for the financing of the Project for reconstruction and consolidation of the hydrotechnical works destroyed by the April-May 2005 flood in Timiş County and Caraş-Severin County, signed in Bucharest on 26 July 2005, and in Paris on 1 August 2005.

e. Existing documents of public policy

1. 2007 – 2013 National Plan for Development;

2. 2007 – 2013 National Strategic Reference Framework;

3. Sectoral Operational Programme for Environment - was approved by the European Commission on 11 July 2007.

SOP Environment was initiated by the Managing Authority within the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development, represented by the Directorate General for Structural Instruments Management; and it was drawn up during one year (2006 - January 2007), being sent to the Commission on 31 January 2007. A revised version of SOP Environment was officially sent to the European Commission at the end of May 2007.

f. List of planned documents of public policy

Communication Plan

- represents the information and advertising strategy that will be enacted and implemented by the Managing Authority for SOP Environment in order to ensure the SOP Environment advertising and transparency.

Stage: to be completed. It will be submitted to approval to the European Commission within four months since the SOP Environment approval.

9. MONITORING AND ASSESSING THE STRATEGIC PLAN OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
The monitoring of the strategic plan is carried out by the Public Policy Unit through half-yearly collection of information on the progress from the members of Management Group and from the responsible persons appointed for each activity direction. The Public Policy Unit will collect twice per year, in August and January, information on the progress with respect to the fulfilment of the objectives.

The assessment and the update of the strategic plan will be carried out by the Management Group, lead by the Secretary General of the Minister, once a year, after finalization of the budget limit for the next year (in November).

The first update of the strategic plan – Component I Management will be carried out after the SGG draws up the methodology for the Component 2 Budget Planning.[image: image10.png]










































