The Flower Month in Romania

For the first time, the new member country Romania has participated in the activities surrounding the EU Ecolabel during the months of September and October. 

Several initiatives have taken place, all very well received by consumers, press and stakeholders.

The first event has been organized during the “ECO LIFE” fair in Cluj in Transsylvania from the 5th to the 8th of September. The EU Ecolabel was present both at the fair with a stand and during a press conference. 
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Ms Lepsa from the Romanian Environmental Agency, Ms Toma from the Romanian Competent Body, Ms Diwok from the Ecolabel Marketing Team and Mr. Toti, President of the Romanian Foundation for the Environment.
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Ms Lepsa, Toma and Diwok at the stand with the information about the Ecolabel – an all 
female “Flower Team”
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Information sheets in Romanian language regarding the criteria and application process for 
the EU Ecolabel, distributed to the participants at the fair.

The next event took place in Râmnicu Vâlcea, an important centre for tourism and commerce. Ms Lepsa and Ms Toma held an information workshop on the 21th of September at the local offices of the Environmental Protection Agency for public officials, producers and the press of the area, where they presented the EU Ecolabel, distributing information material and describing the application process. 

Ms Lepsa and Ms Toma with partecipants at the workshop.
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The next Flower-event took place in Sibiu, during one of the conferences organized by the Romanian economic newspaper „Reportereconomic” (http://www.reportereconomic.ro), which has promoted the Ecolabel already in other occasions,  regarding „Environment as a support for the economy”. 

On Saturday 29th September, Ms Diwok and Ms Toma illustrated the importance of the EU Ecolabel both on a national and international level and supplied information and guidance to potential applicants in the public, which was composed in equal measure by public administrators, stakeholders, private entrepreneurs and representatives of the press. 
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Last, but not least, the EU Ecolabel as an important instrument for Green Public Procurement has been promoted during two seminars organized by the Romanian Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development together with the TAIEX instrument of the EC in Iaşi and Cluj, from the 1th to the 5th October. 

Ms Diwok and Ms Toma explained to the participants from local and regional public administrations how using the EU Ecolabel and its criteria, GPP becomes an easy task and supplied information both about the criteria and the application process for local producers. 
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At the seminar in Iaşi, Ms Toma, Ms Stroia and Mr Andrei from the Romanian Ministry of
 Environment and Sustainable Development, Ms Diwok.
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Participants at the seminar.

Further activities for the Flower Month included also a close collaboration with the press and the distribution of info kits with information about the EU Ecolabel and the supply of information at the offices of the Chamber of Commerce in Bucharest with the help of the staff from the Environmental Protection Agency, particularly during an event on the 25th of September. 

The general interest from both consumers and stakeholders has been considerable, and the appearance on the shelves of products with the „Flower” in Romanian shops is expected with impatience. This is also supported by a new consumer survey published during the seminar in Iaşi, carried out by the Romanian Institute for Research on the Quality of Life, which attests among other data that already 48% of the population would be ready to spend more money for a product with certified environmental quality particularly where detergents and textiles are concerned. 

More initiatives are planned for the next months, and several firms are currently interested in the application for the Label, so certainly the Flower has a future in Romania! 

