POSITIONS OF THE ROMANIAN DELEGATION FOR THE EU ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL MEETING ON 20 FEBRUARY 2007
Thematic Strategy on the Sustainable Use of Pesticides
The European Commission, in line with the 6th Environment Action Programme, presented a report in July 2006, which includes a Thematic Strategy on the Sustainable Use of Pesticides. The draft conclusions of the Council, to be discussed by the ministers, present the first and general answer of the Council to the Thematic Strategy on the Sustainable Use of Pesticides.
The draft conclusions of the Council includes the introductory paragraphs, which address the provisions of the 6th Environment Action Programme, the Council conclusions from December 2002, current situation in trading with pesticides and the main issues in their use. The Council welcomes the Thematic Strategy on the Sustainable Use of Pesticides as drafted by the European Commission and believes that the proposed measures to reduce the risk from the use of pesticides are adequate, especially the proposal to create a comprehensive EU legal framework to ensure a sustainable use of pesticides. Within this framework, the working group of the Agriculture Council is currently discussing the proposal of a EU framework directive on sustainable use of pesticides and a proposal on a regulation on the distribution of pesticides.
The specific objectives of the thematic strategy are: To minimise the hazards and risks to health and environment from the use of pesticides; to improve controls on the use and distribution of pesticides; to reduce the levels of harmful active substances including through substituting the most dangerous with safer (including non-chemical) alternatives; to encourage low-input or pesticide-free cultivation, among others through raising users’ awareness, promoting the use of codes of good practices and promoting consideration of the possible application of financial instruments; to establish a transparent system for reporting and monitoring progress made in the fulfilling of the objectives of the strategy, including the development of suitable indicators.
The principal measures that the strategy involves are: creation of a system of training of professional pesticide users; regular and compulsory inspection of application equipment; prohibition of aerial spraying with possible exceptions for member states; enhanced protection of the aquatic environment; defining areas of significantly reduced or zero pesticide use; handling and storage of packaging and remnants of pesticides; system data collection on the sale and use of pesticides; a reduction in the use of pesticide and comprehensive plant protection.
The position of Romania: Romania supports the adoption of the Council conclusions regarding the Thematic Strategy on the Sustainable Use of Pesticides.
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